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A Publication of  
First Presbyterian Church 
405 East Corsicana Street 

Athens, Texas 75751 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 927 

 

Phone: 903-675-3530 
 

Church Email:  
Secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

Website: 
www.fpcathens.com 

 

 
Find us on    

we have 2 pages for you to  
 

First Presbyterian Church      
Athens, TX  

& FPC Athens Youth 
 

Be sure to check-in on Facebook 
when you visit the church campus ~ 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

It seems as if I am having more conversations 
these days about the situation in this world of 
ours.  Let’s face it, our world is a changing, uncer-
tain place.  Many people are looking for security in 
wealth, relationships, and power.  These things, 
however, are not guaranteed from one day to the 
next.  Watching the news provides enough proof 
that any of them can be taken away in a moment.  
No wonder there is such confusion, despair and 
fear.  
 
For believers, thankfully, reality is not based on what we see.  Nor is our foun-
dation found in this world.  We build our hope and trust in the Lord, and we be-
lieve the truth in His Word. 
 
Even in chaotic times, our certainty is found in God’s loving relationship with us 
as His children.  Nothing can tear us away from our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Therefore, amid turmoil and trials, we have assurance that our lives are in the 
grip of the almighty God.  We can rely not only on His love and presence but 
also on His faithfulness, and perfect care. 
 
As you prepare to gather around your Thanksgiving table, do so knowing that, 
in the midst of the chaos and uncertainty of these days, you are secure in the 
love and presence of God.  
.  
              
 
 

       Pastor Woody 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Treasurer’s Report 

 

for September 2020: 
 

Month of September 
Anticipated Tithes/Offerings  $ 27,864 
Actual Monthly Tithes/Offerings  $ 44,779 
Actual Monthly Expense   $ 34,914 
Overage /(Deficit)                  $ 9,864 

 

For the Year of 2020 

 Anticipated Tithes/Offerings $ 238,049 
 Actual YTD Tithes/Offerings $ 267,183 
 Actual YTD Expense  $ 295,440 

 YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($28,256)  

Thank you for your tithes and offerings!  Without your faithful    

giving, ministry and missions would not be possible. 

Sincerely, Marshall Endsley 

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click on the picture 
of the Newsletter. 
 
* Scroll to the bottom of that page and fill out the form. 

 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

Next Deadline:  November 19th 
Email any announcements,  articles,  
information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

Session Report 
 

October Stated Session 
 

*Giving for the month of September was $44,829, on a budget of $27,864. Expense was $34,914, leaving a 
surplus for the month of $9,864. Year to date deficit is $28,256. Year to date income is $267,000 on a budget 
of $238,000. 
*Trust net income for the year is $17,377. 
*Slate of nominees for the Elder Nominating Committee will be presented on Sunday, October 18th for vote by 
congregation. 
*Repairs on the east wall, parapet and roof are nearing the end of the second phase. Repairs in the sanctuary 
will be the third phase. 
*Session approved a 2% cost of living raise for all employees for 2021. 
*Prayer Garden Dedication will be held on Sunday, November 1st, between the two church services. Congre-
gational Life and Witness committees will be preparing for this occasion. 
*Please keep in mind that the Christmas Gift Program for Presbyterian Children’s Home will be coming up 
soon. 
*The Mission Committee voted to adopt 10 children for Presbyterian Children’s Home, Growing Together Pro-
gram. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Donna Ward, Clerk 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

In-person services are  held each Sunday at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall or 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   
 
The service continues to be available online and is posted on the church Facebook page (First Presbyterian Church of     
Athens, Texas) or on the church website (fpcathens.com). 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am  Worship 
4pm  Chancel Choir 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him   
6:30pm 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bells 5pm 

5 
Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 
CASA (FH) 
 
 
 
6pm 

6 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am  Worship 
4pm  Chancel Choir 
 

9 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him   
6:30pm 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bells 5pm 
Session 6:15pm 

12 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 
 
 
 

13 

 

14 
 

15 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
4pm Chancel Choir 

16 17 

 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him   
6:30pm 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bells 5pm 

19 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 
 
 
 
 
6pm 

20 21 
 
 

22 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
4pm Chancel Choir 
 
 

23 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him 
6:30pm 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 

 

27 

Love in Action lunch 

28 
 

29 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
4pm Chancel Choir 

30 
     

       

PW - Presbyterian Women 
CFB - Cain Family Building 

FH - Fellowship Hall 
FHC - Fellowship Hall 
 Classroom 
CB - Children’s Building 
YH - Youth House 
CR - Conference Room   
FC - Friendship Classroom 

November 2020 
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Dedication of the Sherry Smith Prayer Garden 

After many months of planning, design and hard work, 
the renovation of the prayer garden surrounding the 
columbarium at First Presbyterian Church, Athens is 
officially complete!   

Please join us for a ceremony in the garden at 10:00 
am Sunday, November 1, during which the garden will 
be dedicated and renamed in memory of Sherry Smith.  
A reception in the narthex will follow.  

Refreshments will be provided.  We hope to see you 
there! 
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Men for Him 
 

Men for Him started its ninth season on October 6 after having no chorus practice since mid-March.  All the suggested COVID 
protocol are being followed including taking temperatures, wearing masks when we arrive and social distancing during practice.  
In addition, there is a checklist of questions chorus members are to ask themselves before coming to practice just like a doctor 
asks a patient to do as they enter their office. 
 

Twenty men attended the practice October 13.  While there are no plans to sing for an audience until sometime in 2021 based 
on what happens with COVID, the men have really enjoyed being back together and making musical harmony.  Several quotes 
speak exactly to that experience of sharing the joy of music. 
 

 “Life seems to go on without effort when I am filled with music.”  George Eliot 
“The devil does not stay where music is.”  Martin Luther 
“The music of the Gospel leads us home.”  Frederick W. Faber 
“I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.” Psalm 104:33 
 

It has been with joy that we have come back together in song.  Men for Him sings a cappella four-part barbershop style religious 
music and is made up of men from local churches.  Practices are held each Tuesday from 6:30-8:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
at First Presbyterian Church.  
 

If God has gifted you with a singing voice, you may want to consider using that gift 
by connecting with Men for Him.  You are invited to visit a practice and check us out.  
We have fun, create lasting friendships with men from other churches and share our 
witness through music.  If you would like more information, please feel free to call 
me at 214-478-2386.   

       
Ted Schroeder, Director 
Men for Him 

 
 

Missions Updates 
(Another Victim of COVID!) 

 
For years, our church has given generously and devotedly to One Great Hour of Sharing.  
 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” gives millions access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanita-
tion, education, and economic opportunity.   
 

COVID-19 prevented getting word out to the congregation in a timely manner; therefore, as we enter the 
“Season of Thanksgiving”, we have another opportunity to add to the initial OGHS-2020 gift we collected at 
the beginning of this year. 
 

If desired, make donations payable to  FPC-Athens.  Designate “OGHS” on the ‘memo’ line.  Thank 
you. 
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Those In Our Church Family  

 
Those Who Are In Need Of Our Visits & Prayers 

 
Those Who Are Grieving 

Family of Ton Manton (friends of Sandy Perkins) 
Family of Drucilla Lewis (Basha Cox’s sister) 

Family of Chuck Moore (friends of Sandy Perkins & Martha McSweeney) 

 
Prayers For Those Serving In The Mission Field 
Sharon Bryant:  PCUSA Mission co-worker in Thailand 

Kurt Esslinger & Hyeyoung Lee: PCUSA Mission co-workers in S. Korea 
Kurt: Full-time work with the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) 

Hyeyoung: Supervisor for the Young Adult Volunteers “YAVs” in Seoul, Daejeon, & 
other locations around Korea 

 

 
Those We Love Needing Prayer 

 
Those We Love In The Armed Forces 

Tanner Elliott, U.S. Army Paratrooper, 193rd Airborne, deployed 
Jonathan Lundgren, U.S. Air Force, Edwards AFB, California 

Si Robson, U.S. Army Ranger, Germany 
Chris Wardle, U.S. Navy, Jacksonville, Florida 

 
Session 

Art Hall 
Betsy Smith 
Glenn Brinkman 
Ewald Albers 
Bob Taylor 

Fran Jones 
Burt Lively 
Jim Brack 
Sue Harris 

Mark Carlson (Lakeland) 
Fred Davies (Lakeland) 
Fran Jones (Oak Wood) 

Susan Underkoffler (Oak Wood) 
Ann Davies (South Place) 

Stewart Cochran (Arabella) 

Ann Boyles  
Eric Davis 
Paul Maddock 
Bob Morton 
Nancy Perryman 
 

John Cain 
Emily Carlson 
Emily Heglund 
Hank Skelton 
Lou Sutton 
 

Judith Austin 
Steve Grant 
Adron Neill 
Mark Smith 
Donna Ward 

 

 
                       received for 
 

Carol Barton 
Dorothy Conn 
Diane Lane 
Fred Mandrell 
Wayne Willis 

Sally Soup Ministry Is  
Here To Help! 

 
This ministry provides meals to those who are 
recovering from illness or hospital stays, com-
ing home from having a baby, those who are 
grieving and those in special circumstances.  
We serve members of our church, and others 
in the community.  A group of volunteers—
men and women—meet on the first Wednes-
day of each month during the school year to 
taste and discuss the soup which will be made 
that month.  After a devotional, the “Host/
Hostess” shares their soup of the month with 
the other members.  The chefs then leave the 
church with the recipe, ingredients and con-
tainers.  Later they return with the prepared 
meal ready for the freezer. Perfect attendance 
is not required, but most people want to attend 
monthly to share ideas and successes of the 
ministry. 
 
Each meal is complete with a soup, bread/rolls 
and a dessert. In the summer months casse-
roles are also used. Meals are delivered by the 
requesting church member or there are other 
volunteers who will deliver it.  
 
If you know of someone in need of a tasty 
meal, just call the church office [903/675-3530 
or secretary@fpcathens.com] and the meal 
will be readied for pickup that day. Additional-
ly, arrangements can be made for delivery.   

Tom Blackshear (friend of Jim & Karen 
Brack’s) 
Randy Blackmon 
Kathy Bradshaw (sister of Carol Bates) 
Ryan Catugal (father of Tristin Catugal) 
Terri Ann Christie (Ken Ferris’ family) 
Cami Clements & family (close friends of 
Janie Poncik) 
Roxy Heffernan (sister of Rachel 
Scotchmer) 
Kim Godwin Hodges (friend of many) 
Abby Huffines (ACPA student) 
Willetta Jones (friend of many) 
Mike Jordan (friend of Judith Austin) 
Keith & Michelle Kansu (friends of  
Sharon Harding) 
Jan Masso (friend of Ann Boyles) 
Judy Cole McPherson (daughter of Janie 
Poncik) 

Joe McSweeney (son of Martha 
McSweeney) 
Laurie Mills (friend of Kara Davis) 
Justin Novak (grandson of Fran Jones) 
Jennifer Parks (friend of Sharon Har-
ding) 
Anne Pearson (family of John & Cathie 
Scarborough) 
Angie Gandy Richards 
Sherry Scarborough (family of John & 
Cathie Scarborough) 
David Shires 
Barbara Smith (mother of John Smith) 
Courtney Spencer (friend of Kara Davis) 
Carolyn Stuart (sister-in-law of Dianne 
Neill) 
Joe Paul Tarrant (friend of many) 
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News from the Pews 
 
 
Greetings, church members and friends! 
 
I started thinking about this column a couple of weeks ago, and I had planned to 
offer a jaunty list of “things I’ve learned during the pandemic” – namely, always 
use the bathroom before you start a Zoom call. 
 
But then I got the church-wide email announcing that a member of our congrega-
tion had tested positive for COVID-19, and, well, suddenly I didn’t feel quite like 
being jaunty anymore. 
 
That email was a stark reminder that this disease, while mild for many, has the 
potential to put you on a ventilator – and possibly worse.  Shortly after receiving 
the news, a friend of mine announced on Facebook that both her parents had been hospitalized with corona-
virus.  Her mother has recently undergone treatment for breast cancer and was quickly sent to the ICU.  Her 
father is just now starting to come off the ventilator a week or so later. 
 
I can’t imagine what my friend has been feeling these past couple of weeks as she grapples with the possibility 
of losing both her parents in the same year to the same disease. It must be terrifying. 
 
So, I suppose the list of “things I’ve learned during the pandemic” really looks more like this: 
 
• Take care of your physical, mental, and emotional health. 
• Live your truth.  Tell the truth.  This is vital to accomplishing the point above. 
• Tomorrow really isn’t a guarantee at all, so strive to be fully present as you move through the world each 

day. 
• Your faith really will provide that rock solid foundation in a world full of sinking sand. 

 
What are some things you’ve learned or realized during the pandemic?  What has been thrown into sharper 
focus for you?  I would love to hear about it.  Until Sunday, take care of yourselves, wear a mask, and live each 
moment to the fullest. 
 
And, seriously, don’t forget to use the bathroom before your Zoom meetings. 
 
 
 
 

    ~Emily 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
All are welcome!  Please join us; you’ll be glad you did!  Call the church office at  903-675-3530 with any questions. 

 
 

 
 

 
Disciples Class  
The Disciples Class frequently makes use of “Feasting on the Word”, 
a series that closely follows the lectionary, which is a list of assigned 
scripture readings for each Sunday of the Christian year. The lection-
ary is a guide uses by many churches, exploring the riches of Holy 
Scripture and exposing us to books of the Bible that may be less 
familiar.  Periodically we step away from “Feasting on the Word” to 
explore other resources, including studies of literature that can  
provide insight into our beliefs.  In the past we have studied fiction 
such as “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” by C. S. Lewis, and 
studies such as “Generous Justice” by Timothy Keller.  Our approach 
to the lesson is conversational with everyone given a chance to   
participate.  Each teacher will be free to explore this and create their 
own lessons.  We hope you can join us if you do not have a class of 
your own.  All are welcome!  
 

Disciples Contact Person:  Carol McNatt 
Rotation of Teachers: Carolyn Brinkman, Paula Lemmon, Carol 
McNatt, Sheri Robson, Hank Skelton & Lacey Ward   
Location: Main Church Building, Conference Room  
Time: 9:30 am Sunday morning 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Connections Class  
On hiatus for the foreseeable future ~ 
 

Connections Contact Person:  James Rhodes 
 

Friendship Class 
Everyone is welcome!  Join us as we walk through the New Testa-
ment book of John; each week there will be a different perspective 
as we have rotating teachers.  We look forward to seeing you soon! 
Friendship Contact Person:  Mike Babler 
Location: Main Church Building, Friendship Classroom 
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning 
 

Seekers Class  
We are currently reading The Gospel of John with study notes by 
Max Lucado.  This study is in a read and discuss format and is open 
to anyone that may have an interest in exploring the Gospel of John.  
All are welcome to join in on this study and fellowship.  The class 
meets upstairs in the main church building. 
Seekers Contact Person: Will Davies  
Location: Main Church Building, Upstairs east side;  
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning    Seekers Classroom 

ADULT Sunday School Classes 

All Youth ages 6th - 12th grades meet for Sunday  
morning classes in the Youth House  

Middle School & High School Teachers:  
Ken Lemmon; Claire Grant; Cathie Scarborough 

Substitutes: Jim & Karen Brack; Mark Smith 

 

Toddler Room and Baby Nursery Open in the Children’s Building 
 

Nursery workers are available during both Worship services and the Sunday School hour. 

 

 
 
 

Meet in the Children’s Building 
every Sunday beginning at 9:45 a.m.  

 
 

• Ages 3 and up -  
Teacher: Kathryn Hendrickson & Susan 
Sparkman with rotating assistants/substitutes  

 

CHILDREN’s Sunday School Classes YOUTH Sunday School Classes 
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Soup Kitchen 
 

 
 
 
If you have any questions about the Soup Kitchen or  
volunteering, contact Sharon Chasey.  She can be reached at 
903-292-1639, text at 903-477-7498 or email her at 
skchasey@aol.com.   

Agape Quilts Mission Project 
 

 
 

Agape Quilts remains on hiatus until early 
2021.   
 
For more information, contact Sofia Yarbrough 
at sofiathegreek@ gmail.com or 720/936-5225. 

Love in Action 
 

Friday, November 27 is our monthly opportunity to provide a 
meal for Love in Action guests and volunteers.  
 
Watch for a Messenger (with online sign-up for needed items) 
once the menu is determined. 
 
Please bring any items to the Fellowship Hall kitchen or church 
office by Tuesday, November 24 ~  
 
Questions?   Contact Eric Davis at ericbdavis35@gmail.com.   
 
NOTE:  Love in Action has taken over feeding the homeless on 
the weekends from the Rebecca Project.  Contact Love in Action 
at 903/904-5131 if you can help! 
 

   

Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry is always in need of donations and vol-
unteers!  They are open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.—
12:00 p.m. 
 

Items particularly needed are cat & dog food, cake 
mix, cooking oil, Crisco, sugar, flour, syrup, etc. 
 

Food may be dropped off at the church office, or placed 
in boxes located at the entrances to the Fellowship Hall 
and the Sanctuary. 
 

Questions?  Contact Mamie 
Downing at 
mame60@suddenlink.net or 
903/477-3010 

 

mailto:skchasey@aol.com
mailto:ericbdavis35@gmail.com
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Would you be willing to provide food or monetary  
donations for our MOPS program?  Food can be ready-
made or store bought ~ contact Melanie Endsley or the 

church office. 

What is  MOPS???? 
 

 

MOPS is a place for mothers with children  
up to junior high age.  It is a place where  

moms come together to share and learn  
the joys and trials of motherhood ~  
We are a safe, non-judgmental zone. 
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Collin 

Maddock 

 
Sunday School  

 
TBD ~ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

2 

Paula Lemmon 

3 4 

Larry Babb 
Brielle Jones 

5 

Lois Barton 
Chelsea Young 

6 

Adalyn Albright 

7 

Taylor Pearson 

8 

Kay Moore 
Mary Lynn Smith 

9 

Russ Richardson 

10 

Billye Woodruff 

11 

Nancy Perryman 

12 

Kendra Gonzales 
Jeffrey Ward 

13 

Scott Heglund 

14 

Bellamy Lively 

15 16 

Sharon Chasey 

17 18 

Temple Hendrickson 
Collin Maddock 
Faith Warren 

19 

Ken Lemmon 
Traci Velvin 

20 

Kay Solomon 

21 

Kelly Smith 
Shirley Ward 
Shannon Wilcher 

22 23 

Alex Wilcher 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 

Eli Rincon 

30 

Dianne Neill 

 

     

       
If we missed your birthday, 

please update your information 
with Jill in the church office. 

November 2020 
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 Pastor 
Rev. Woody Meredith 
woody@fpcathens.com 

Director of Music  
Janis Capelle 

jan@fpcathens.com 

Organist & Bell Choir Leader 
Mamie Downing 
Music Leader  

 John Mark Solomon 
johnmark@fpcathens.com 

Business Manager 
Marshall Endsley 

marshall@fpcathens.com 

Office Administrator 
(Facebook/Messenger/Newsletter Editor) 

Jill Shockley 
secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
BULK MAIL 

U.S. POSTAGE  PAID 
ATHENS, TEXAS 75751 

PERMIT NO. 46 

First  Presbyterian   

Church 
 

Located at: 405 East Corsicana Street 
SEND MAIL TO: P.O. Box 927 

Athens, TX 75751 

 

Join Us On Sundays 
Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
see newsletter for locations 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Child Care 
in the Children’s Building 

 
We  Are 

  
We are a family  

of Disciples,  
touched by God’s grace,  

called to share Christ 
through Worship,  

Ministry &  Outreach 

November 
Communiqué 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

Next Deadline:  November 19th 
Email announcements, articles,  

information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL! 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click 
on the picture of the Newsletter. 

* To receive an email copy, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and fill out the form. 


