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A Publication of  
First Presbyterian Church 
405 East Corsicana Street 

Athens, Texas 75751 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 927 

 

Phone: 903-675-3530 
 

Church Email:  
Secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

Website: 
www.fpcathens.com 

 

 
Find us on    

we have 2 pages for you to  
 

First Presbyterian Church      
Athens, TX  

& FPC Athens Youth 
 

Be sure to check-in on Facebook 
when you visit the church campus ~ 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

Have you ever had one of those days when you 
really didn't have much to "ponder"?  You know, 
you wake up in the morning and have this feeling 
that everything is going to fall into place.  It's a 
great feeling.  I recommend it highly.  
 
However, we live in a world that seems to thrive 
on worry. So many people, before their feet hit the 
floor, are already concerned about surviving the 
day.  Their "to do" list is before their eyes and it seems so overwhelming that 
they just want to crawl back into bed and pull the covers over their head.  
They've struck out before they step up to the plate.  
 
The Gospel of Matthew touches on the subject of worry.  Beginning with Mat-
thew 6: 25 we hear Jesus saying, "...Do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life 
more than food and the body more than clothing? "  Now that's something to 
"ponder".  
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, the sixth chapter, Jesus shares with us exactly how 

we can avoid worry.  "Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-

ness." (Matt. 6: 33)  And then; "Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about its own things." (Matt. 6: 34).  Great advice for everyone.  Now, I do 

have something to "ponder".  Maybe you do as well. 

              
 
 

       Pastor Woody 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Treasurer’s Report 

 

for August 2020: 
 

Month of August 
Anticipated Tithes/Offerings  $ 26,132 
Actual Monthly Tithes/Offerings  $ 23,328 
Actual Monthly Expense   $ 32,537 
Overage /(Deficit)                 ($9,209) 

 

For the Year of 2020 

 Anticipated Tithes/Offerings $ 210,185 
 Actual YTD Tithes/Offerings $ 222,404 
 Actual YTD Expense  $ 260,525 

 YTD Surplus/(Deficit)   ($38,121)  

Thank you for your tithes and offerings!  Without your faithful    

giving, ministry and missions would not be possible. 

Sincerely, Marshall Endsley 

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click on the 
picture of the Newsletter. 
 
* Scroll to the bottom of that page and fill out the 
form. 

 
 
 
 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 
Next Deadline:  November 21st 
Email any announcements,  
articles, information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

Session Report 
September Stated Session 
 

*Giving for the month of July was $23,328 on a budget of $26,132, leaving a deficit of $9,209 for the month. 
Year to date deficit is $38,121.  Year to date income is $222,000, on a budget of $210,000. 
*Second draw was made on the repairs for the east wall and parapet in the amount of $49,860.   Total to date 
on the project is $78,900. 
*Update on repairs: Repairs are nearly completed. Just some finishing touches remain. Paint is being chosen 
to repaint the sanctuary. 
*Session passed a motion to begin in person worship on Sunday, September 13. 
*Now that church is resuming in person worship, the conversation of church security will resume. 
*Ken Schofield has been installing the new equipment that will be used to continue online worship services. 
*The time for online services will be delayed to later on Sundays, in order to allow for editing of the 11:00 a.m. 
service. 
*Steve Grant discussed ways that our congregation could communicate with our missionaries, as the pandem-
ic has limited their ability to communicate with others. 
*Ann Boyles led a discussion on how to better  attend to those in need in our congregation( such as hospital 
visits) during this time of unusual circumstances.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Donna Ward, Clerk 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

In-person services have resumed and are held at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall or 11:00 
a.m. in the Sanctuary.   
 

The service continues to be available online and is posted on the church Facebook page 
(First Presbyterian Church of Athens, Texas) or on the church website (fpcathens.com). 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

 
 

 1 

Lades’ Bible Study 
9:30am 
 
 
 
 
6pm 

2 3 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
ONLINE WORSHIP 
4pm Chancel Choir 

5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him   
6:30pm 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 

9 

 

10 

Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm 
 

11 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
ONLINE WORSHIP 
4pm Chancel Choir 

12 13 

 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him   
6:30pm 

14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Session 6:15pm 

15 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 
 
 
 
 
6pm 

16 17 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 

18 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
ONLINE WORSHIP 
4pm Chancel Choir 
 

19  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

20 
 
 
 
 
Worship 6:30pm 
Men for Him 
 6:30pm 

21 

 
 
 
 
 

22 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 

23 
Love in Action monthly 
lunch 

24 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 

25 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 
School  
11am Worship 
ONLINE WORSHIP 
4pm Chancel Choir 
 

26  27 
 
 
 
 
 
Men for Him 
 6:30pm 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
Ladies’ Bible Study 
9:30am 

30 31 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 

       

PW - Presbyterian Women 
CFB - Cain Family Building 

FH - Fellowship Hall 
FHC - Fellowship Hall 
 Classroom 
CB - Children’s Building 
YH - Youth House 
CR - Conference Room   
FC - Friendship Classroom 
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The history of the work of women here at Athens Presbyterian Church dates back one hundred years, 
Beginning in 1920 and continuing for twenty years until 1940.  Records indicate that it was then officers 
Were elected and that was the official beginning of the Presbyterian Women Organization here at our 
church. 
 

Presbyterian women have been very generous with their time, talent and financial contributions.  In addition to charities support-
ed by Grace Presbytery, PW has contributed to numerous local, national and world-wide charitable organizations with funds 
raised at our Circle meetings, teas, luncheons, craft fairs/bake sales, fashion shows, and numerous other fund raising events. 
 

Over the years, life styles changed and our PW events changed as well.  Many of us remember when Circles were “dress up” 
and teas and luncheons were quite formal with linen table cloths and floral centerpieces.  Now we are “come as you are” to 
Brown Bag lunches but we have continued to be generous Christian women serving the Presbytery, our Church and communi-
ty. 
 

Since the 2019/2020 Board/Coordinating Team term has ended, circumstances are such that we have not had volunteers to 
serve on the 2020/2021 Coordinating Team.  I am hopeful that in the near future, circumstances will change and a new team 
will take over to carry on the PW tradition here at FPC. 
 

Finally, I want to thank the 2019/2020 Team, and all of my friends who have worked with me in the past, for their friendship and 
their dedicated service to PW.  I have enjoyed it all. 
 
Sharon Harding 

Men for Him 
 

We are so excited to start Men for Him up again on October 6 after  
having no chorus practice for six months.  We will be following all the 
suggested protocol at each chorus practice including taking tempera-
tures, wearing masks when we arrive and social distancing during prac-
tice. 
 

In addition, we are asking all chorus members to ask themselves the 
following questions before each practice: (1) Do you have a cough or 
shortness of breath?  (2) Do you have a sore throat? (3) Do you have a 
headache? (4) Are you experiencing nausea, vomiting or diarrhea?  (5) 
Are you experiencing loss of taste or smell? (6) Have you spent time 
with anyone who has been suspected of having COVID-19 or have test-
ed positive for COVID?  We are asking anyone who answers yes to any 
of these questions to refrain from coming to practice that week. 

 

This is the start of our ninth season, and our chorus has grown to over 20 members.  The chorus sings a cappella four-part   
barbershop style religious music and is made up of men from local churches.  Practices are held each Tuesday from 6:30-8:15 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at First Presbyterian Church.  
 

The start of the season is a great time for someone new to join.  If God has gifted you with a singing voice, you may want to 
consider using that gift by connecting with Men for Him.  You are invited to visit a practice and check us out.  We have fun,   
create lasting friendships with men from other churches and share our witness through music.  If you would like more infor-
mation, please feel free to call me at 214-478-2386.   
 

       Ted Schroeder, Director 
       Men for Him 
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Those In Our Church Family  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Those Who Are In Need Of Our Visits & Prayers 

 

Prayers For Those Serving In The Mission Field 
Sharon Bryant:  PCUSA Mission co-worker in Thailand 

Kurt Esslinger & Hyeyoung Lee: PCUSA Mission co-workers in S. Korea 
Kurt: Full-time work with the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) 

Hyeyoung: Supervisor for the Young Adult Volunteers “YAVs” in Seoul, Daejeon, & 
other locations around Korea 

 

 

Those We Love Needing Prayer 
 

Those We Love In The Armed Forces 
Tanner Elliott, U.S. Army Paratrooper, 193rd Airborne, deployed 

Jonathan Lundgren, U.S. Air Force, Edwards AFB, California 
Si Robson, U.S. Army Ranger, Germany 

Bradley Scott, U.S. Air Force, Great Falls, Montana 
Chris Wardle, U.S. Navy, Jacksonville, Florida 

 

 
 

Session 

Art Hall 
Betsy Smith 
Glenn Brinkman 
Jimmy Harris 
Ewald Albers 

Wayne Willis 
Fran Jones 
Bob Taylor 
Charlie Meadows 
Burt Lively 

Tom Blackshear (friend of Jim & Karen 
Brack’s) 
Randy Blackmon 
Kathy Bradshaw (sister of Carol Bates) 
Ryan Catugal (father of Tristin Catugal) 
Terri Ann Christie (Ken Ferris’ family) 
Cami Clements & family (close friends of 
Janie Poncik) 
Jeremy Dean (cousin of Mary Hortman) 
June Dennis (mother of Susan Mad-
dock) 
Roxy Heffernan (sister of Rachel 
Scotchmer) 
Kim Godwin Hodges (friend of many) 
Abby Huffines (ACPA student) 
Willetta Jones (friend of many) 
Mike Jordan (friend of Judith Austin) 
Keith & Michelle Kansu (friends of  
Sharon Harding) 
Diane Lane 
 

Judy Cole McPherson (daughter of Janie 
Poncik) 
Joe McSweeney (son of Martha 
McSweeney) 
Laurie Mills (friend of Kara Davis) 
Justin Novak (grandson of Fran Jones) 
Jennifer Parks (friend of Sharon Har-
ding) 
Anne Pearson (family of John & Cathie 
Scarborough) 
Jamie Running (friend of Heglund’s) 
Sherry Scarborough (family of John & 
Cathie Scarborough) 
David Shires 
Barbara Smith (mother of John Smith) 
Courtney Spencer (friend of Kara Davis) 
Carolyn Stuart (sister-in-law of Dianne 
Neill) 
Joe Paul Tarrant (friend of many) 
 

Mark Carlson (Lakeland) 
Fred Davies (Lakeland) 
Fran Jones (Oak Wood) 

 

Susan Underkofler (Oakwood) 
Stewart Cochran (Arabella) 
Ann Davies (South Place) 

 

Ann Boyles 
Eric Davis 
Paul Maddock 
Bob Morton 
Nancy Perryman 
 

John Cain 
Emily Carlson 
Emily Heglund 
Hank Skelton 
Lou Sutton 
 

Judith Austin 
Steve Grant 
Adron Neill 
Mark Smith 
Donna Ward 
 

 

 
                       received for 
 

 

Doris Albers 
Carol Barton 
Eleise Butcher 
John Scarborough 
 

Sally Soup Ministry Is  
Here To Help! 

 
This ministry provides meals to those who are 
recovering from illness or hospital stays, com-
ing home from having a baby, those who are 
grieving and those in special circumstances.  
We serve members of our church, and others 
in the community.  A group of volunteers—
men and women—meet on the first Wednes-
day of each month during the school year to 
taste and discuss the soup which will be made 
that month.  After a devotional, the “Host/
Hostess” shares their soup of the month with 
the other members.  The chefs then leave the 
church with the recipe, ingredients and con-
tainers.  Later they return with the prepared 
meal ready for the freezer. Perfect attendance 
is not required, but most people want to attend 
monthly to share ideas and successes of the 
ministry. 
 
Each meal is complete with a soup, bread/rolls 
and a dessert. In the summer months casse-
roles are also used. Meals are delivered by the 
requesting church member or there are other 
volunteers who will deliver it.  
 
If you know of someone in need of a tasty 
meal, just call the church office [903/675-3530 
or secretary@fpcathens.com] and the meal 
will be readied for pickup that day. Additional-
ly, arrangements can be made for delivery.   
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
All are welcome!  Please join us; you’ll be glad you did!  Call the church office at  903-675-3530 with any questions. 

 
 

 
 

Disciples Class  
The Disciples Class frequently makes use of “Feasting on the Word”, 
a series that closely follows the lectionary, which is a list of assigned 
scripture readings for each Sunday of the Christian year. For the 
month of October, our lessons will be from a series titled “Faith of the 
Mockingbird”, based on the novel “To Kill a Mockingbird”. Beginning 
September 13, our class will meet in the large classroom in the Fel-
lowship Hall to allow safe social distancing. Facemasks are strongly 
encouraged!  

 
Disciples Contact Person: Carol Mc Natt 
Rotation of Teachers: Paula Lemmon, Carol McNatt, Sheri Robson, 
Hank Skelton & Lacey Ward  
Location: Large classroom in the Fellowship Hall  
Time: 9:40 am Sunday mornings 
 
 
 

Connections Class  
On hiatus for the foreseeable future ~ 
 

Connections Contact Person:  James Rhodes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Friendship Class 
Currently we are trying to decide the best and safest way to 
meet for fellowship and Bible study. 
 
If you would be interested in participating in our study of God's 
Word, please contact Donna Meredith at 
903-286-2085 or donnafostermeredith@gmail.com 
 
Friendship Contact Person:  Mike Babler 
Location: Main Church Building, Friendship Classroom 
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning 
 
 
 

Seekers Class  
All are welcome to join us.  The class meets upstairs in the main 

church building. 

Seekers Contact Person: Will Davies  
Location: Main Church Building, Upstairs east side;  
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning    Seekers Classroom 

 

ADULT Sunday School Classes 

All Youth ages 6th - 12th grades meet for Sunday  
morning classes in the Youth House  

Middle School & High School Teachers:  
Ken Lemmon; Claire Grant; Cathie Scarborough 

Substitutes: Jim & Karen Brack; Mark Smith 

 

Toddler Room and Baby Nursery Open in the Children’s Building 
 

Nursery workers are available during both Worship services and the Sunday School hour. 

 

 
 
 

Meet in the Children’s Building 
every Sunday beginning at 9:45 a.m.  

 
 

• Ages 3 and up -  
Teacher: Kathryn Hendrickson & Susan 
Sparkman with rotating assistants/substitutes  

 

CHILDREN’s Sunday School Classes YOUTH Sunday School Classes 

mailto:donnafostermeredith@gmail.com
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Soup Kitchen 
 

 
 
The Kitchen remains closed until further notice/updates. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Sharon Chasey.  She can be reached 
at 903-292-1639, text at 903-477-7498 or email her at 
skchasey@aol.com.   

Agape Quilts Mission Project 
 

 
Agape Quilts remains on hiatus until early 2021.   
 
For more information, contact Sofia at sofiathegreek@ 
gmail.com or 720/936-5225. 

Love in Action 
 

Friday, October 23 is our monthly opportunity to provide a meal 
for Love in Action guests and volunteers.  
 
Watch for a Messenger (with online sign-up for needed items) 
once the menu is determined. 
 
Please bring any items to the Fellowship Hall kitchen or church 
office by Wednesday, October 21 ~  
 
Questions?   Contact Eric Davis at ericbdavis35@gmail.com.   
 
NOTE:  Love in Action has taken over, from the Rebecca Project,  
feeding the homeless on the weekends.  Contact Love in Action 
at 903/904-5131 if you can help! 
 

   

Rebecca Project 
 

Each Saturday morning, Fellowship Hall is used to pre-
pare and deliver home-cooked meals to the elderly and 
shut-ins.  They presently make two meals each for 150 + 

people. 
 

Delivery drivers, and other help, 
are needed weekly. 
 

Questions?  Contact Bobbie 
Fain at blfain66@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:skchasey@aol.com
mailto:ericbdavis35@gmail.com
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Food Pantry 
 
The Food Pantry is always in need of donations and volunteers!  
They are open Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
until further notice. 
 

Items particularly needed are cat & dog food, cake mix, cooking 
oil, Crisco, sugar, flour, syrup, etc. 
 

Questions?  Contact Mamie Downing at 
mame60@suddenlink.net or 903/477-3010 

 

       
 
 

 
      Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Trinity Valley is a 
      nonprofit agency serving Henderson, Anderson and Cherokee  
      counties. Our mission is to provide independent, highly trained  
      community volunteers to advocate for the best interests of  
      abused and neglected children in the foster care system. We are 
      always in need of new volunteers! If you are interested in helping 
      a child or children in need, please visit www.casaoftv.org or call  
      (903) 675-7070. We will be glad to answer any questions you  
      may have!  
  
      For more information, contact Emily Heglund at  
      emilyheglund@gmail.com. 

http://www.casaoftv.org/
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Would you be willing to provide food or 
monetary donations for our MOPS  
program?  Food can be ready-made or 
store bought ~ contact Melanie Endsley 
or the church office. 

What is  MOPS???? 
 

 

MOPS is a place for mothers with children up to  

junior high age.  It is a place where moms come  

together to share and learn the joys and trials of  

motherhood ~ We are a safe, non-judgmental zone. 
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Sunday School classes  

TBD ~ 

Collin Maddock , and Kara & Eric 
Davis, volunteered at the Athens 

Thrift Store on September 7 ~ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

Bonnie Oberg 

2 

Sue Francis 

3 

4 

Penny Endsley 
Carol Morton 

5 

Ewald Albers 

6 

Melanie Endsley 
Susan Maddock 

7 

Pam Douglas 
Stephen Grant 
Cindy Sanders 

 

8 

Sally Marks 
Daniel Scotchmer 

9 10 

Greg Hisey 

11 12 13 

Coleman Cain 
Chloe Wright 

14 

John Baker 
Sarah Skelton 

15 16 

Terri Budow 
Megan Hartin 

17 

18 19 20 

Fred Mandrell 

21 22 

Cody Robson 

23 

Donna Ward 

24 

25 

 

26 

Alexandria Gatlin 

 

27 28 29 

Glenn Brinkman 
William Elfarr 

30 

Will Davies 

31 

Brandon Smith 

       
If we missed your birthday, 

please update your information 
with Jill in the church office. 

October 2020 
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 Pastor 
Rev. Woody Meredith 
woody@fpcathens.com 

Director of Music  
Janis Capelle 

jan@fpcathens.com 

Organist & Bell Choir Leader 
Mamie Downing 
Music Leader  

 John Mark Solomon 
johnmark@fpcathens.com 

Business Manager 
Marshall Endsley 

marshall@fpcathens.com 

Office Administrator 
(Facebook/Messenger/Newsletter Editor) 

Jill Shockley 
secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
BULK MAIL 

U.S. POSTAGE  PAID 
ATHENS, TEXAS 75751 

PERMIT NO. 46 

First  Presbyterian   

Church 
 

Located at: 405 East Corsicana Street 
SEND MAIL TO: P.O. Box 927 

Athens, TX 75751 

 

Join Us On Sundays 
Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
see newsletter for locations 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Child Care 
in the Children’s Building 

 
We  Are 

  
A family of Disciples,  

touched by God’s grace,  
called to share Christ 

through Worship,  
Ministry &  Outreach 

October 
Communiqué 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

Next Deadline:  October 21st 
Email announcements, articles,  

information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL! 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click 
on the picture of the Newsletter. 

* To receive an email copy, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and fill out the form. 


