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A Publication of  
First Presbyterian Church 
405 East Corsicana Street 

Athens, Texas 75751 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 927 

 

Phone: 903-675-3530 
 

Church Email:  
Secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

Website: 
www.fpcathens.com 

 

 
Find us on    

we have 2 pages for you to  
 

First Presbyterian Church      
Athens, TX  

& FPC Athens Youth 
 

Be sure to check-in on Facebook 
when you visit the church campus ~ 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
 
My “ponderings” this month seem to revolve around what 
we’ve been dealing with as a congregation and a nation.  
This virus has touched everyone and changed our lives in 
many ways.  Some things will return to “normal” while oth-
ers will have to find a “new normal”.  We’ve had to discov-
er new and different ways of functioning from day to day 
and it hasn’t been easy.  The people I’ve spoken with 
these last few weeks had a lot of questions and concerns 
and rightly so.  After all, none of us have been through 
anything like this before.  And now, as we begin hearing 
that things are going to start easing a little, we turn our 
attention to answering the question, “Now what?”.  I would like to suggest a course of action. 
 
Many of us have discovered that a little quiet time isn’t so bad. I’ve been able to read some 
of the books and articles I’ve been putting off due to time constraints of a normal work week.  
I never realized just how much pressure I deal with daily as I not only prepare sermons every 
week but also have to prepare for committee meetings both at church and at the Presbytery 
level and preparing for the meetings of the Boards I serve on in the community.  So, this 
“down time” has been a blessing and has inspired me to make some changes.  I would like 
to make some suggestions for your benefit as well. 
 
Every day this month, find ten minutes when you can sit quietly, read a passage of Scripture, 
and silently reflect on what God tells you in the passage.  Make sure you’ve closed your lap-
top and silenced your phone and put it away.  Think about the verses you’ve read.  Imagine 
God audibly speaking them to you.  Meditate on them.  Then, end your quiet time with a sim-
ple prayer.  And when you leave your quiet place, you’ll be amazed at how much better you 
handle your day.  It’s the holy hush that lets us hear the still, small voice of God. 
 
 
 
 
 

       Pastor Woody 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Treasurer’s Report 

 

for March 2020: 
 

Month of March 
Anticipated Tithes/Offerings  $ 25,977 
Actual Monthly Tithes/Offerings  $ 27,011 
Actual Monthly Expense   $ 32,396 
Overage /(Deficit)                  ($ 5,384) 

 

For the Year 2020 

 Anticipated Tithes/Offerings $ 86,253 
 Actual YTD Tithes/Offerings $ 99,396 
 Actual YTD Expense  $ 99,681 

 YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($ 285) 

Thank you for your tithes and offerings!  Without your faithful    

giving, ministry and missions would not be possible. 

Sincerely, Marshall Endsley 

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click on the picture 
of the Newsletter. 
 
* Scroll to the bottom of that page and fill out the form. 

 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

Next Deadline:  May 21st 
Email any announcements,  articles,  
information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

Men’s Breakfast  
 

  NO Men’s Breakfast  
  until further notice ~   

 
 

  Ladies’ Breakfast 
 

    NO Ladies’ Breakfast  
  until further notice ~ 
 
 

 

Session Report 
 

No Session update due to “Social Distancing”.  No decision has been made in regard to the Stated Session 
Meeting in May. 
 
Donna Ward, Clerk 
 

 
 
 

Ladies, 
 

As with all meetings here at FPC, PW meetings will be suspended until further notice. 
 

Just a reminder:  It’s time to put together a new PW Coordinating Team for 2020-2021, to bring new ideas and 
keep the tradition of having this organization here at FPC.  If you are interested, please contact me or a mem-
ber of the Coordinating Team for more information. 
 

With love, and prayers that this health crisis will be over soon,  
 

Sharon Harding, Moderator 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 1 2 

Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
10:00am Online 
Worship Service 

4 5 6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm 
 

10 
10:00am Online 
 Worship Service 

11 
 

12 

 

13 14 15 16 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 

17 
10:00am Online 
 Worship Service 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 
Love in Action monthly 
lunch 

23 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 

24 
10:00am Online 
 Worship Service 

25 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 

 

27 
 

28 

 

29 30 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 

31 
10:00am Online 
 Worship Service 

      

PW - Presbyterian Women 
CFB - Cain Family Building 

FH - Fellowship Hall 
FHC - Fellowship Hall 
 Classroom 
CB - Children’s Building 
YH - Youth House 
CR - Conference Room   
FC - Friendship Classroom 
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Children and Youth in Covid-19 Quarantine 
We look forward to seeing you all in person soon but till then….you are loved! 

 
 

Some of those impacted most deeply by the “Shelter in Place” order have been our children and youth.  Their worlds (and their 
parents) have been upended with parents working from home or losing their jobs, attending classes online from their homes, and 
the isolation that comes when one is unable to attend school with their peers and teachers.  For those who are seniors in high 
school this pandemic has caused them to miss their final senior year activities including prom and graduation.  It’s been a very 
tough time for both parents and their children. 
 
In order for the youth and children to know their church family loves them, misses seeing them personally and are concerned for 
them, the Christian Education Committee tried to come up with ideas to reach out to them and their families. 
 
 
 

         
 
 
Thanks to an idea and implementation by Lou Sutton, our preschool and elementary school children were given their own per-
sonal copy of the new book, “Who Is My Neighbor?” along with related materials and activities.  The book is about friendships, 
and it is our prayer that the Biblical story of “The Good Samaritan” becomes more relevant as the children “see it” in this new 
book.  
 
We couldn’t begin to imagine how turbulent and difficult this last month and a half has been for the teenagers as they have seen 
their world turned upside down.   It was decided to give each youth a copy of the adult coloring book “Joy for the Journey” a long 
with colored pencils and a note that their church family loved them.  We also included the Jeremiah 29:11 passage saying we 
know God has great plans for their lives and that it was our prayer that they would find peace and calm in this turbulent time. 
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News from the Pews 
 
 
Greetings, church members and friends! 
 
I hope this Communique finds you safe and well – and not going stir crazy! 
 
As you’ve all probably seen by now, our worship and technical teams have perfected the art 
of the pre-recorded church service.  Seriously, how great was the Easter service??  A big 
shout out to Pastor Woody, all the musicians, and all the technical folks for their ability to 
adapt and overcome in these difficult times! 
 
Just to make sure we’re all on the same page, our worship services can be found on Face-
book (just search for First Presbyterian Church of Athens, Texas) or on YouTube.  Links to all 
can be found on our website: www.fpcathens.com.  The links are right there on the home 
page, so just scroll down and find the service you’re looking for.  This list will be updated 
each week before 10:00 a.m. Sunday. 
 
A friendly reminder that we’ve also added an online giving option to our website, and Marshall has already reported it is being 
used quite a bit!  I’ve used this option myself and found it to be very user-friendly.  You can also access online giving through our 
home page by scrolling down past the service links and clicking on the red button. 
 
I know I speak for my whole family when I say that we miss seeing everyone at worship and other church activities. T he Easter 
egg hunt we held in our back yard was nice, but definitely not the same as seeing all the kids hunting together at church.  With 
any luck (and a lot of prayer), we’ll be back in the pews as soon as possible. 
 
I do not have an update from session this month because we decided not to meet out of an abundance of caution.  I believe we’ ll 
be deciding whether to meet in the future based on safety recommendations and how much business we have. A lthough I am 
by no means a licensed contractor, I feel fairly confident in saying that the planned repairs to the sanctuary’s east wall will have 
to wait until the weather improves…it’s pouring rain outside as I write this! 
 
Until next time, I wish you nothing but health, safety, and delicious quarantine snacks! 
 
 

Emily Heglund, Communications Chairman 

Senior Sunday tentatively scheduled for May 17 
 

Our congregation has four high school seniors this year, and tentative plans to honor them are scheduled for Sunday, May 17.  
This date, of course, is subject to change based on when we are able to come together for public worship.  It’s been a tough 
year for them as they have seen the culmination of their years of schooling end without the traditional activities and ceremonies.  
We as a congregation plan to CELEBRATE THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS WHENEVER WE CAN. 
 

Graduating seniors are: 
Tristin Catugal, Athens High School—headed to TVCC for basics before finishing her pediatric nursing studies at a major 

university 
Alex Elfarr, All Saints Episcopal School in Tyler—headed to the McCombs School of Business at the University of Texas in 

Austin 
Skylar Fain, Mabank High School—headed to Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches 
Chloe Wright, Athens Christian Preparatory Academy—headed to Austin College in Sherman 

http://www.fpcathens.com
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May Family Night Supper 
 
At the present time, the next Family Night Supper is planned for  
Wednesday, May 20, at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
 

Please check the church website or Facebook page, or  
contact the church office, closer to the date for the most 
current information ~ 

Agape Quilts 
 
 

Agape Quilts is on hiatus for the foreseeable future.  With warmer weather approaching, and a 2-month inven-
tory, we are taking a break.  Stay tuned for when we start back up! 

2020—2021 Session Committee Chairman 
 

     Building & Grounds  Adron Neill 
     Christian Education  Paul Maddock 
     Communications  Emily Heglund 
     Community Concerns Bob Morton 
     Congregational Life  Ann Boyles 
     Missions   Steve Grant 
     Personnel   Mark Smith 
     Stewardship   Mark Smith 
     Witness   Nancy Perryman 
     Worship   Judith Austin 

Online Worship! 
 
Each Sunday, the worship service can be seen via the church Facebook page or YouTube 
channel ~ 
 

The Facebook page is: 
First Presbyterian Church of Athens, 
Texas 
 

Links to the service are also available 
on the website:  fpcathens.com 
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Those In Our Church Family  

 
Those Who Are In Need Of Our Visits & Prayers 

Those Who Are Grieving 
Family of Linda Platis (sister-in-law of Bill Poncik) 

Family of Blake Nodwell 
Family of Bob Hamlin (friend of Martha McSweeney) 

 

Prayers For Those Serving In The Mission Field 
Sharon Bryant:  PCUSA Mission co-worker in Thailand 

Kurt Esslinger & Hyeyoung Lee: PCUSA Mission co-workers in S. Korea 
Kurt: Full-time work with the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) 

Hyeyoung: Supervisor for the Young Adult Volunteers “YAVs” in Seoul, Daejeon, & 
other locations around Korea 

 

Those We Love Needing Prayer 

Those We Love In The Armed Forces 
Tanner Elliott, U.S. Army Paratrooper, 193rd Airborne, deployed 

Jonathan Lundgren, U.S. Air Force, Edwards AFB, California 
Si Robson, U.S. Army Ranger, Germany 

Bradley Scott, U.S. Air Force, Great Falls, Montana 
Chris Wardle, U.S. Navy, Jacksonville, Florida 

 
Session 

Art Hall 
Glenn Brinkman 
Jimmy Harris 
Betsy Smith 
Wayne Willis 
 

Ewald Albers 
Doris Albers 
Eleise Butcher 
Bob Taylor 
Andrea Copeland 

Beck (friend of Jimmy & Sue Harris) 
Tom Blackshear (friend of Jim & Karen 
Brack’s) 
Randy Blackmon (friend of Meredith’s) 
Kathy Bradshaw (sister of Carol Bates) 
Ryan Catugal (father of Tristin Catugal) 
Cami Clements & family (close friends  
of Janie Cole’s) 
Jeremy Dean (cousin of Mary Hortman) 
Roxy Heffernan (sister of Rachel 
Scotchmer) 
Kim Godwin Hodges (friend of many) 
Linda Horton (friend of Carol McNatt) 
Abby Huffines (ACPA student) 
Mike Jordan (friend of Judith Austin) 
Keith & Michelle Kansu (friends of  
Sharon Harding) 
Janis Marshall (friend of Eddie Lassiter) 
Roy Martin (friend of Steve & Susan 
Sparkman) 
 
 

Jan Masso (friend of Ann Boyles) 
Joe McSweeney (son of Martha 
McSweeney) 
Kamryn McSweeney (granddaughter of 
Martha McSweeney) 
Justin Novak (grandson of Fran Jones) 
Bill Pace (friend of Sandy Perkins) 
Anne Pearson (family of John & Cathie 
Scarborough) 
Linda Platis (sister-in-law of Bill Poncik) 
Jeff Polter (friend of Sandy Perkins) 
Angie Gandy Richards 
Jamie Running (friend of Heglund’s) 
Sherry Scarborough (family of John & 
Cathie Scarborough) 
David Shires 
Barbara Smith (mother of John Smith) 
Joe Paul Tarrant (friend of many) 
Phillip Yarbrough (brother of Steve  
Yarbrough) 
 

Mark Carlson (Lakeland) 
Fred & Ann Davies (Lakeland) 

Fran Jones (Lakeland) 
 

Stewart Cochran (Arabella) 
Susan Underkoffler (Oakwood) 

John Scarborough (Advanced Rehab) 

Ann Boyles 
Eric Davis 
Paul Maddock 
Bob Morton 
Nancy Perryman 
 

John Cain 
Emily Carlson 
Emily Heglund 
Hank Skelton 
Lou Sutton 
 

Judith Austin 
Steve Grant 
Adron Neill 
Mark Smith 
Donna Ward 
 

 

 
                       received for 
 

 

Kenneth Dennis 
Charmayne Hardy 

 
 

Sally Soup Ministry Is  
Here To Help! 

 
This ministry provides meals to those who are 
recovering from illness or hospital stays, com-
ing home from having a baby, those who are 
grieving and those in special circumstances.  
We serve members of our church, and others 
in the community.  A group of volunteers—
men and women—meet on the first Wednes-
day of each month during the school year to 
taste and discuss the soup which will be made 
that month.  After a devotional, the “Host/
Hostess” shares their soup of the month with 
the other members.  The chefs then leave the 
church with the recipe, ingredients and con-
tainers.  Later they return with the prepared 
meal ready for the freezer. Perfect attendance 
is not required, but most people want to attend 
monthly to share ideas and successes of the 
ministry. 
 
Each meal is complete with a soup, bread/rolls 
and a dessert. In the summer months casse-
roles are also used. Meals are delivered by the 
requesting church member or there are other 
volunteers who will deliver it.  
 
If you know of someone in need of a tasty 
meal, just call or email the church office 
[903/675-3530 or secretary@fpcathens.com] 
and the meal will be readied for pickup that 
day. Additionally, arrangements can be made 
for delivery.   



 

 8 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES THIS MONTH ~ 

Disciples Class  
The Disciples Class frequently makes use of “Feasting on the Word”, 
a series that closely follows the lectionary, which is a list of assigned 
scripture readings for each Sunday of the Christian year.  The     
lectionary is a guide uses by many churches, exploring the riches of 
Holy Scripture and exposing us to books of the Bible that may be 
less familiar.  Periodically we step away from “Feasting on the Word” 
to explore other resources, including studies of literature that can 
provide insight into our beliefs.  In the past we have studied the   
writings of C. S. Lewis, Timothy Keller, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Our        
approach to the lesson is conversational with everyone given a 
chance to participate.  Each teacher will be free to explore this and 
create their own lessons.  We hope you can join us if you do not 
have a class of your own.  All are welcome!  
 
Disciples Contact Person: Carol Mc Natt 
Rotation of Teachers: Paula Lemmon, Carol McNatt, Sheri Robson, 
Hank Skelton & Lacey Ward  
Location: Church Conference Room                                                
Time: 9:40 am Sunday mornings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connections Class  
On hiatus for the foreseeable future ~ 
 

Connections Contact Person:  James Rhodes 
 
 

Friendship Class 
Everyone is welcome!  For the month of January , we will be finishing 
up the book of John.  Beginning in February, we will begin a series 
on the book of Revelation.  We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Friendship Contact Person:  Mike Babler 
Location: Main Church Building, Friendship Classroom 
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning 
 
 

Seekers Class  
We are currently reading The Gospel of John with study notes by 
Max Lucado.  This study is in a read and discuss format and is open 
to anyone that may have an interest in exploring the Gospel of John.  
All are welcome to join in on this study and fellowship.  The class 

meets upstairs in the main church building. 

Seekers Contact Person: Will Davies  
Location: Main Church Building, Upstairs east side;  
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning    Seekers Classroom 

ADULT Sunday School Classes 

All Youth ages 6th - 12th grades meet for Sunday  
morning classes in the Youth House  

Middle School & High School Teachers:  
Ken Lemmon; Claire Grant; Cathie Scarborough 

Substitutes: Jim & Karen Brack; Mark Smith 

 

Toddler Room and Baby Nursery Open in the Children’s Building 
 

Nursery workers are available during both Worship services and the Sunday School hour. 

 

 
 
 

Meet in the Children’s Building 
every Sunday beginning at 9:45 a.m.  

 
 

• Ages 3 and up -  
Teacher: Kathryn Hendrickson & Susan 
Sparkman with rotating assistants/substitutes  

 

CHILDREN’s Sunday School Classes YOUTH Sunday School Classes 
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The Kitchen remains closed until further notice/updates. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Sharon Chasey.  She can 
be reached at 903-292-1639, text at 903-477-7498 or email 
her at skchasey@aol.com.   

Agape Quilts Mission Project 
 

This mission project was brought to us from Colorado 
by Sofia Yarbrough.  Every Monday Sofia and her dedi-
cated team work on making warm sleeping bags for 
those in need here in our community.  The group meets 
each Monday in the Cain Family Building.   
 
For more information, contact Sofia at sofiathegreek@ 
gmail.com or 720/936-5225. 
 
 

Love in Action 
 

Friday, May 22 is our monthly opportunity to provide a meal for 
Love in Action guests and volunteers.  **We are now providing 
lunch on the 4th Friday of each month.** 
 
Watch for a Messenger (with online sign-up for needed items) 
once the menu is determined. 
 
Please bring any items to the Fellowship Hall kitchen or church 
office by Wednesday, May 20 ~  
 
Questions?   Contact Eric Davis at ericbdavis35@gmail.com.   
 
NOTE:  Love in Action has taken over feeding the homeless on 
the weekends from the Rebecca Project.  Contact Love in Action 
at 903/904-5131 if you can help! 
 

   

Rebecca Project 
 

Each Saturday morning, Fellowship Hall is used 
to prepare and deliver home-cooked meals to 
the elderly and shut-ins.  They presently make 
two meals each for 150 + people. 
 
Delivery drivers, and other help, are needed 
weekly. 

 
Questions?   
Contact Bobbie Fain at 
blfain66@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:skchasey@aol.com
mailto:ericbdavis35@gmail.com
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Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry is always in need of donations and volunteers!  
They are open Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
until further notice. 
 

Items particularly needed are cat & dog food, cake mix, cooking 
oil, Crisco, sugar, flour, syrup, etc. 
 

Questions?  Contact Mamie Downing at 
mame60@suddenlink.net or 903/477-3010 

 

       
 
 
 
       

      Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Trinity Valley is a 
      nonprofit agency serving Henderson, Anderson and Cherokee 
      counties.  Our mission is to provide independent, highly trained  
      community volunteers to advocate  for the best interests of  
      abused and neglected children in the foster care  system. We are 
      always in need of new volunteers! If you are interested in  
      helping a child or children in need, please visit   
       www.casaoftv.org or call (903) 675-7070. We will be glad to  
      answer any questions you may have!  
 
      For more information, contact Emily Heglund at  
      emilyheglund@gmail.com. 

http://www.casaoftv.org/
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Would you be willing to provide food or monetary  
donations for our MOPS program?  Food can be ready-

made or store bought ~ contact Melanie Endsley for more 
information. 

No mops this 

month ~ 

 

MOPS is a place for mothers with children  
up to junior high age.  It is a place where  

moms come together to share and learn  
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NO  
 

Sunday School this month ~ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

Debra Young 

2 

3 

Dale Ward 

4 5 
Rebecca Hisey 

6 

 

7 

Janie Poncik 
Willy Robson 

8 9 

Sally Ayres 
Don Foster 

10 

Eddie Lassiter 

11 
Dianna Baoker 

12 13 14 

 

15 
Cindy Babcock 
Sherry Baldwin 

16 

17 18 19 
Jennie Ann Peterson 

20 
Emily Heglund 
Bradley Scott 

21 22 
Austin Miller 

23 
Jimmy Harris 
 

24 
Sara Smith 
 

25 
Savannah Joblin 
 

26 27 
Katrina Johnson 

28 
Fran Jones 

29 30 

31       

If we missed your birthday, 
please update your information 

with the church office. 

February 2020 May 2020 
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 Pastor 
Rev. Woody Meredith 
woody@fpcathens.com 

Director of Music  
Janis Capelle 

jan@fpcathens.com 

Organist & Bell Choir Leader 
Mamie Downing 
Music Leader  

 John Mark Solomon 
johnmark@fpcathens.com 

Business Manager 
Marshall Endsley 

marshall@fpcathens.com 

Office Administrator 
(Facebook/Messenger/Newsletter Editor) 

Jill Shockley 
secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
BULK MAIL 

U.S. POSTAGE  PAID 
ATHENS, TEXAS 75751 

PERMIT NO. 46 

First  Presbyterian   

Church 
 

Located at: 405 East Corsicana Street 
SEND MAIL TO: P.O. Box 927 

Athens, TX 75751 

 

Join Us On Sundays 
Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
see newsletter for locations 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Child Care 
in the Children’s Building 

 
We  Are 

  
A family of Disciples,  

touched by God’s grace,  
called to share Christ 

through Worship,  
Ministry &  Outreach 

May 
Communiqué 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

Next Deadline:  May 21st 
Email announcements, articles,  

information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL! 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click 
on the picture of the Newsletter. 

* To receive an email copy, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and fill out the form. 


