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A Publication of  
First Presbyterian Church 
405 East Corsicana Street 

Athens, Texas 75751 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 927 

 

Phone: 903-675-3530 
 

Church Email:  
Secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

Website: 
www.fpcathens.com 

 

 
Find us on    

we have 2 pages for you to  
 

First Presbyterian Church      
Athens, TX  

& FPC Athens Youth 
 

Be sure to check-in on Facebook 
when you visit the church campus ~ 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
 

I have downloaded an application for my phone called 

“Find My”.  One thing this does, among others, is it can 

remotely track your phone or the phone of a person on 

your list.  If it is lost or stolen, you just log into your      

account and it will tell you exactly where your phone is, 

give you directions to the location and, if you want, it can 

cause your phone to “scream” so you and the entire    

universe will know its location. 

I need to be honest:  I downloaded the “basic” package 

because it is free.  However, you can “upgrade” for so much a month and be protected from 

everything including, it seems, missile attacks from hostile nations.  (Of course, I’m kidding.) 

Hopefully, I will never have to use this app but it’s nice to know it’s available if necessary. 

Then I started to think.  Wouldn’t it be great if God would do something that?  As soon as you 

start veering off the path He placed you on, there would be a “scream” that gets your atten-

tion and puts you pack on the path again.  You could look and see exactly where you went 

wrong so that you could understand and never do it again.  What would you be willing to pay 

for something like that?  Well, I bet you’ve already got that device in your home.  It’s called 

the Bible! 

What I find disturbing is the number of people who never even think of consulting this “app”.  

They have it.  Most people know exactly where it is in their house but, when problems arise, 

they do not use it.  What a shame.  One place you can go to find the answers to life’s hard 

questions.  One place to receive strength and joy.  One place to find the love and security 

you are searching for.  And there it sits. 

My friends, you have the “app” to end all “apps”.  I suggest you keep it handy and consult it 

often. 

 
 
 

       Pastor Woody 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Treasurer’s Report 

 

for April 2021: 
 

Month of April 
Anticipated Tithes/Offerings  $ 23,210 
Actual Monthly Tithes/Offerings  $ 24,485 
Actual Monthly Expense   $ 33,077 
Overage /(Deficit)                  ($ 8,595) 

 

For the Year 2021 

 Anticipated Tithes/Offerings $106,863 
 Actual YTD Tithes/Offerings $106,466 
 Actual YTD Expense  $134,079 
 YTD Surplus/(Deficit)  ($ 27,612) 
 

Thank you for your tithes and offerings!  Without your faithful    

giving, ministry and missions would not be possible. 

Sincerely, Marshall Endsley 

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click on the picture 
of the Newsletter. 
 
* Scroll to the bottom of that page and fill out the form. 

 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

Next Deadline:  June 21st 
Email any announcements,  articles,  
information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

Session Report 
 

May Stated Session 
 
*April tithes and offerings were $24,482 on a budget of $23,210. Year to Date is $106,466, on a budget of $106,863, leaving a 

deficit of $27,612. 
*Trust Fund Year to Date is $30,217. 
*Session approved a shared parking agreement with TAG Lending. 
*New motors have been ordered for the Fellowship Hall A/C units. 
*Elaine Hendrickson will be graduating this spring.  Please join us in honoring her on May 23. 
*Church security will begin on Sunday, May 16.  Deputy Josh Rickman will be present from 8:00-12:00. 
*Our local Health Care Workers were honored by the Missions and Community Concerns Committee.  
*Church wide picnic will be held on June 5, at Adron and Dianne Neill’s home. 
*Session approved using the Halverson Benediction to end each 11:00 service. 
*Remembering that music is part of the worship service, please give the performances an Amen to show your appreciation. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Donna Ward, Clerk 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 
 
 
 
 
4:30pm Worship  
Committee 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Bells (FHC) 

3 

10:00am Ladies’ Bible 
Study (FC) 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm   

4 5 
All-Church Picnic 
4:00pm—? 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
8:30am Worship 
Service (FH) 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

7 

9:00am Agape Quilts 
(CFB) 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Missions & 
Community Concerns 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm (Bells (FHC) 
6:15pm Session (FHC) 

10 

10:00am Ladies’ Bible 
Study (FC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

 

12 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm 
 

13 
8:30am Worship 
Service (FH) 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

14 
9:00am Agape Quilts 
(CFB) 
 
 
 
5:15pm Prayer Group 
(FH) 

15 

 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Bells (FHC) 

17 

10:00am Ladies’ Bible 
Study (FC) 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 

18 19 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 

20 
8:30am Worship 
Service (FH) 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 
 
 
 

21 
9:00am Agape Quilts 
(CFB) 
 
 
 
 
 
5:15pm Prayer Group 
(FH) 

22 

 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Bells (FHC) 

24 

CASA (FH) 
 
10:00am Ladies’ Bible 
Study (FC) 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
Love in Action monthly 
lunch 

26 
Rebecca Project  
9am-12pm (FH) 
 
 

27 
8:30am Worship 
Service (FH) 
9:30am Sunday 
School 
11:00am Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

28 

9:00am Agape Quilts 
(CFB) 
 
 
 
5:15pm Prayer Group 
(FH) 

29 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Bells (FHC) 

   

       

PW - Presbyterian Women 
CFB - Cain Family Building 

FH - Fellowship Hall 
FHC - Fellowship Hall 
 Classroom 
CB - Children’s Building 
YH - Youth House 
CR - Conference Room   
FC - Friendship Classroom 

 June 2021 
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News from the Pews 
   
Greetings, church members and friends! 
 
I’ve been listening to some new music lately, and there is one particular song that’s really speaking to 
me right now. 
 
The artist is Ben Rector, a Nashville-based singer/songwriter who performs a blend of pop, rock, and 
folk music.  The song, “Fear,” tells the story of his ascent from a street artist to full-time performer and 
how he conquered the doubt that accompanied the transition.  A portion of the lyrics reads: 
 
“I’ve been scared to death of failing; 
Scared that I’d look like a fool; 
And I’d rather quit than risk that I could lose; 
 
Now I’m not proud of that position; 
But it’s the hand that I’ve been dealt; 
And as far as I’m concerned that hand can go to hell.” 
 
He goes on to sing about dancing with the fear that he had been running from.  Personally, I relate so much to this concept.  How many of 
us have been terribly afraid of a particular experience or interaction only to learn that we will, in fact, wake up the morning after the incident 
and move on with our lives? 
 
I’m still in the process of learning that fear is of little to no real use in our everyday lives – and that it largely deserves to be abandoned alto-
gether.  I, too, am learning to dance with my fear instead of running from it.  I have to say: it’s pretty amazing! 
 
As our world begins to open up again post-COVID, may we move forward without fear for what life may throw at us.  My fellow FPC session 
members are working on some great things for our church this summer and fall, and I look forward to being able to share them with you.  I 
hope to see you all at the upcoming church picnic!  Please share any recommendations you might have for new music! 

 
 
Emily Heglund 
Communications Chairman 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 

 
WHEN: Saturday, June 5, beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Adron & Dianne Neill’s, 2419 CR 3800, Athens 75752 
 
Come join us for an afternoon of barbeque, fun, games and fellowship! 
 
Bring your favorite appetizer or dessert. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ELAINE!! 
 

Elaine Hendrickson is graduating from Eustace High School.   She ranks 3rd 
in her class which reflects her readiness to pursue her dream.   Elaine devel-
oped an interest in travel which sparked an interest in aviation a couple of 
years ago.   She went flying with her Great Uncle Temple and began to think 
about aviation as a career goal.   
 
Elaine was accepted at several colleges.   She has chosen Purdue University, 
in West Lafayette, Indiana, because it has a renowned aviation program that 
is ranked number one.  She has relatives nearby so perhaps that will make 
this big transition smoother.  (At least it will help her parents will sleep easier!)  
 
During recent years, here at our church, Elaine has assisted her mother, 
Kathryn, teaching Sunday school to our youngest students.   She has enjoyed 
this service.   She also enjoyed participating in a mission trip to Romania.   
She went with a group called, “Serving Him.”  On that trip she worked closely 
with children, working in a group to provide an experience much like Vacation 
Bible School to children.   On that trip she realized not only how little the chil-
dren had, but how blessed she is here at home.  
 
On May 23, 2021 Elaine will have a table reflecting pictures and memorabilia 
from her school years in the atrium of the church building.   Stop by to talk 

with her, bring her a card of congratulations, and wish her well.   She will be with us this summer, and then in August, she heads 
to pursue Purdue!  
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FOUR for FOUR “SPECIAL OFFERINGS” COLLECTIONS 
 
“Peace and Global Witness” Special Offering – open for collection during June, July & August 2021 
(Benefits peacemaking around the globe and reconciliation projects) 25% to FPC-Athens; 25% to Mid-Dash Dash Council; 
50% to PMA-Presbyterian Missions/ PCUSA.  
Donations can be made in the following ways:  
 * Personal check- (Designate “Peace and Global Witness Offering”) 
 * Via church’s website-fpcathens.com (RED Button/Designate “Peace and Global Witness”) 
 * Utilize designated envelopes in foyer (Designate “Peace and Global Witness Offering”) 
 * Presbyterianmission.org/Pentecost (Designate: Member FPC-Athens, TX) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONS & COMMUNITY CONCERNS’ PROJECT UPDATES 
 
 
Henderson County Food Pantry Project:  On behalf of FPC-Athens, PM and B funded 
$1500.00 to HCFP for non-food purchase items.  Included in the grant are funds for public 
awareness efforts and advertising, including the printing of an updated brochure, in Span-
ish and English.  A banner and four (4) yard signs were also made to put outside for adver-
tisement. 
 
“Healthcare Appreciation” Project:   A heartfelt “thank 
you” to all who contributed time, donations, and thank 
you notes to ensure the project’s success.   Delivery 
dates to UT Health-Athens nurses and staff were May 3 
& 4.  Photos include the delivery team and receipt of the 
goody bags. 

 
 
 
(Right) FPC’s Karen 
Brack was on duty 
(staff nurse) on deliv-
ery day.                                   
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Those In Our Church Family  

Those Who Are In Need Of Our Visits & Prayers 

Those Who Are Grieving 
Family of Frank Johns  Family of Albert Schofield 
Family of Ewald Albers 

 

Prayers For Those Serving In The Mission Field 
Kurt Esslinger & Hyeyoung Lee: PCUSA Mission co-workers in S. Korea 

Kurt: Full-time work with the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) 
Hyeyoung: Supervisor for the Young Adult Volunteers “YAVs” in Seoul, Daejeon, & 

other locations around Korea 
 

Prayers for Church & Country 
Our church and its leaders  The Nominating Committee 
Our nation and its leaders  Our community and its leaders 
 

Those We Love Needing Prayer 

Those We Love In The Armed Forces 
Si Robson, U.S. Army Ranger, Missouri 

Chris Wardle, U.S. Navy, Jacksonville, Florida 
 

Session 

 
 

 
 
 

 Stephen Yarbrough 
 Earl Locke 

Glenn Brinkman 
Carolyn Brinkman 

Jan Masso (friend of Ann Boyles) 
Eric Dozer (grandson of Shirley 
Ward) 
Judy Jones (friend of many) 
Anne Stark (friend of many) 

Lee Russell (brother of Carol Bates) 
Eleanor Pitts (granddaughter of 
Kathie & Ted Schroeder) 
Vicky Novak (sister of Sheri Robson) 

Mark Carlson (Oak Wood) 
Fred Davies (Lakeland) 

Ann Davies (South Place) 
 

Fran Jones (Oak Wood) 
Susan Underkoffler (Oak Wood) 

John Cain 
Emily Carlson 
Emily Heglund 
Hank Skelton 
Lou Sutton 
 

Judith Austin  
Steve Grant 
Adron Neill 
Mark Smith 
Donna Ward 
 

Mike Babler 
Margaret Breedlove 
Phyllis Kidwell 
Kim Scott 
Lolly Smith 
 

 

 
                       received for 
 

Ewald Albers 
Melvin Bates 
Frank Johns 
Bill Key 
Betsy Smith    
Neal Velvin 
 

Sally Soup Ministry Is  
Here To Help! 

 
This ministry provides meals to those who are 
recovering from illness or hospital stays, com-
ing home from having a baby, those who are 
grieving and those in special circumstances.  
We serve members of our church, and others 
in the community.  A group of volunteers—
men and women—meet on the first Wednes-
day of each month during the school year to 
taste and discuss the soup which will be made 
that month.  After a devotional, the “Host/
Hostess” shares their soup of the month with 
the other members.  The chefs then leave the 
church with the recipe, ingredients and con-
tainers.  Later they return with the prepared 
meal ready for the freezer. Perfect attendance 
is not required, but most people want to attend 
monthly to share ideas and successes of the 
ministry. 
 
Each meal is complete with a soup, bread/rolls 
and a dessert. In the summer months casse-
roles are also used. Meals are delivered by the 
requesting church member or there are other 
volunteers who will deliver it.  
 
If you know of someone in need of a tasty 
meal, just call or email the church office 
[903/675-3530 or secretary@fpcathens.com] 
and the meal will be readied for pickup that 
day. Additionally, arrangements can be made 
for delivery.   
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
All are welcome!  Please join us; you’ll be glad you did!  Call the church office at  903-675-3530 with any questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
Disciples Class  
The Disciples Class frequently makes use of “Feasting on the Word”, 
a series that closely follows the lectionary, which is a list of assigned 
scripture readings for each Sunday of the Christian year.  Periodical-
ly we step away from our regular curriculum to explore other re-
sources, including studies of literature that can provide insight into 
our beliefs.  In the past we have studied fiction such as “The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe”, “To Kill a Mockingbird”, and “Les Mis-
erables”. and studies such as “Generous Justice” by Timothy Keller. 
We meet in the large classroom in the Fellowship Hall to allow safe 
social distancing.  Facemasks are strongly encouraged!  
 
Disciples Contact Person: Lacey Ward 
Rotation of Teachers:  Carol McNatt, Sheri Robson & Lacey Ward  
Location: Large classroom in the Fellowship Hall  
Time: 9:40 am Sunday mornings 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Friendship Class 
We will begin a new study "The God You May Not Know" by Dr.  
David Jeremiah this month.  If you would be interested in participat-
ing in our study of God's Word, please contact Donna Meredith at 
903-286-2085 or donnafostermeredith@gmail.com. 
 
Friendship Contact Person:  Mike Babler 
Location: Main Church Building, Friendship Classroom 
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning 
 
 
 

Seekers Class  
We are currently reading “Three Free Sins” by Steven Brown.  This 
book is about the misguided obsession with the management of sin 
that cripples too many Christians.  It is about the view that religion is 
all about sin...about how to hide sin or how to stop sinning all togeth-
er.  This study is a read and discuss format and is open to anyone 
who may have an interest.  All are welcome to join us.  The class 

meets upstairs in the main church building. 

Seekers Contact Person: Will Davies  
Location: Main Church Building, Upstairs east side;  
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning    Seekers Classroom 

ADULT Sunday School Classes 

All Youth ages 6th - 12th grades meet for Sunday  
morning classes in the Youth House  

Middle School & High School Teachers:  
Ken Lemmon; Claire Grant; Cathie Scarborough 

Substitutes: Jim & Karen Brack; Mark Smith 

 

Toddler Room and Baby Nursery Open in the Children’s Building 
 

Nursery workers are available during both Worship services and the Sunday School hour. 

 

 
 
 

Meet in the Children’s Building 
every Sunday beginning at 9:45 a.m.  

 
 

• Ages 3 and up -  
Teacher: Kathryn Hendrickson & Susan 
Sparkman with rotating assistants/substitutes  

 

CHILDREN’s Sunday School Classes YOUTH Sunday School Classes 

mailto:donnafostermeredith@gmail.com
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If you have any questions about the Soup Kitchen or  
volunteering, contact Sharon Chasey.  She can be reached at 
903-292-1639, text at 903-477-7498 or email her at 
skchasey@aol.com.   

Love in Action 
 

 
Watch for a Messenger regarding lunch this month ~ 
 
Questions?    
Contact Eric Davis at ericbdavis35@gmail.com.   
 
NOTE:  Love in Action has taken over feeding the homeless on 
the weekends from the Rebecca Project.  Contact Love in Action 
at 903/904-5131 if you can help! 
 
 

   
 

   

Food Pantry 
 
 

The Food Pantry is always in need of donations and   
volunteers!  They are open Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
 

Items particularly needed are:  
cat & dog food  fresh fruits & vegetables 
cake mix  cooking oil 
Crisco   sugar, flour, syrup, etc. 
 

Food may be dropped off at the church office, or placed 
in boxes located at the entrances to the Fellowship Hall 
and the Sanctuary. 
 
 

Questions?   
Contact Mamie Downing at mame60@suddenlink.net 
or 903/477-3010 

 

mailto:skchasey@aol.com
mailto:ericbdavis35@gmail.com
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Agape Quilts Mission Project 
 

GREAT NEWS FROM SOFIA!  We are back making sleeping bags again!  
After being away from our work stations for so many months, we have re-
sumed our  regular work schedule on Monday mornings.  At present, we 
have plenty of fabric, our “Team” is healthy, energetic and very happy to be 
getting back to work!   Here we are loading our sleeping bags into Terry 
Mayhall’s SUV to be delivered to a local shelter.  Our thanks to Terry.  Since 
the beginning of the project, he has helped us to get our sleeping bags to 
those in need via the Soup Kitchen and other local facilities. 
 

Our church family is encouraged and invited to stop by on Mondays to see 
what we are doing.  We are at the Cain Family Building from 9:00 a.m.—
2:00 p.m. each Monday. 
 

For more information, contact Sofia at sofiathegreek@ gmail.com or 
720/936-5225. 
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Would you be willing to provide food or monetary  
donations for our MOPS program?  Food can be ready-

made or store bought ~ contact Melanie Endsley for more 
information. 

 

 

 
 

 
MOPS is a place for mothers with children  

up to junior high age.  It is a place where  
moms come together to share and learn  

the joys and trials of motherhood ~  
We are a safe, non-judgmental zone. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       

  1 

Lily Harrison 

2 

 

3 

Colleen Cates 
Carol McNatt 

4 

Dan Dwelle 
Sandy Perkins 

5 

6 

Ann Davies 

7 8 

Ellen Scott Rivera 

9 

McCager Smith 
Lacey Ward 

10 

Ashley Foster 
 

11 

Paige Gatlin 

12 

Sue Potter 

13 

Emily Carlson 
Shirley Hornbeck 

14 15 

Lynette Solomon 

16 17 

Tyler Hendrickson 

18 19 

 

20 

 

21 

Jerod Justice 
Molli Morrison 

 

22 

Barbara Kimes 

23 24 25 

Judith Austin 

26 

Alex Elfarr II 

27 

Bates Bates 

28 29 

Bob Morton 

30    

If we missed your birthday, 
please update your information 

with the church office. 

February 2020 June 2021 
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 Pastor 
Rev. Woody Meredith 
woody@fpcathens.com 

Director of Music  
Janis Capelle 

jan@fpcathens.com 

Organist & Bell Choir Leader 
Mamie Downing 
Music Leader  
 Kathy Wieser 

Business Manager 
Marshall Endsley 

marshall@fpcathens.com 

Secretary 
(Facebook/Messenger/Newsletter Editor) 

secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
BULK MAIL 

U.S. POSTAGE  PAID 
ATHENS, TEXAS 75751 

PERMIT NO. 46 

First  Presbyterian   

Church 
 

Located at: 405 East Corsicana Street 
SEND MAIL TO: P.O. Box 927 

Athens, TX 75751 

 

Join Us On Sundays 
Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
see newsletter for locations 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Child Care 
in the Children’s Building 

 
We  Are 

  
A family of Disciples,  

touched by God’s grace,  
called to share Christ 

through Worship,  
Ministry &  Outreach 

June 
Communiqué 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSIONS 

Next Deadline:  June 21st 
Email announcements, articles,  

information, etc. to  
secretary@fpcathens.com  

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE  
VIA EMAIL! 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click 
on the picture of the Newsletter. 

* To receive an email copy, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and fill out the form. 


