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January 2022 

     Whew! How did we ever make it 

through the past year with all its challeng-

es, heartaches, blessings, opportunities, 

and distresses? If 2021 worried you, do 

yourself a favor and do not take your anxi-

eties into 2022. If the holidays exhausted 

you, pause and thank God for His mercies 

that never cease. 

     Think of the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel. At the beginning of the year, 

when Ezekiel was reeling from news that Jerusalem had fallen to the Baby-

lonians, God touched him. The Lord lifted him up and transported him by 

revelation into the future. Ezekiel saw what God was preparing for days to 

come, and the prophet was so overwhelmed it required the rest of his book 

to describe the glories he saw. 

     As you begin 2022 God's revealed promises will take you through time 

and into the future. You can trust Him to guide you through the coming year. 

You can trust Him with all the years of life, and with the endless ages of 

eternity.  

     As we begin a new year, rest assured my friends that the hand of God is 

on us. The love of God is with us, and the Spirit of God is in 

us. Together, we will make 2022 a wonderful year! 

    God Bless,    

      Woody 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
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Session Report 
December Stated Session 
• Transfer of membership approved for Judith Austin and John Mark Solomon. 
• 2022 Church budget approved by Session and to be ratified by the Congregation. 
• November tithes and offerings were $25,117, on a budget of $24,578. 
• Year to date income is $316,900, on a budget of $303,900. 
• Year to date deficit is $62,800, on a budget of $106,000. 
• Trust income year to date is $43,600. 
• We have received 17 pledges totaling $101,800 to date. 
• Session approved a 3% across the board raise for all church employees. 
• Motion was approved to send $1,000 to the Presbyterian Disaster Relief Fund to aid the 

Presbyterian Church in Mayfield, destroyed by recent tornadoes. Contributions from the con-
gregation are encouraged. 

• Session had a discussion on what to do with the maintenance building on Carroll St. No deci-
sions were made. 

• Thank you to Session members, Lou Sutton, John Cain, Hank Skelton, Emily Carlson and 
Emily Heglund, rotating off this month. Your service and hard work is greatly appreciated. 

       Respectfully Submitted, Donna Ward - Clerk of Session  

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Month of  
Anticipated Tithes/Offerings  $24,578 
Actual Monthly Tithes/Offerings  $25,117 
Actual Monthly Expense   $37,266 
Overage / (Deficit)                 ($12,149) 

 

For the Year of 2021 

Anticipated Tithes/Offerings $303,858 

Actual YTD Tithes/Offerings $316,902 

Actual YTD Expense  $379,731 

YTD Overage/(Deficit)           ($  62,828) 

 

 

Thank you for your tithes and offerings!  

Without your faithful giving, ministry and 

missions would not be possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marshall Endsley 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Submit your items for 

the Communique by the 

21st of every month! 

 

Email news & photos to 

secretary@fpcathens.com 
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PW - Presbyterian Women 
CFB - Cain Family Building 

FH - Fellowship Hall 
FHC - Fellowship Hall 
 Classroom 
CB - Children’s Building 
YH - Youth House 
CR - Conference Room   
FC - Friendship Classroom 

January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
     

1 

 
9:00 am—Rebecca 
     Project (FH) 
 
 
 
 

2 
**Communion** 

 

8:30 am—Worship  
              Service (FH) 
9:45 am—Sunday  
              School 
11:00 am—Worship  
     Service (Sanctuary) 

3 

 

4 

 
Mother’s Day Out  
Resumes Regular 

Schedule 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm—Bells (FHC) 

6 

 
9:30 am—Women of the 
Word Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:00 pm—MOPS (FH) 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir 

7 

 
 
 

 

8 

 
7:30 am— 
     Men’s Breakfast (FH) 

9 

 
8:30 am—Worship  
              Service (FH) 
9:45 am—Sunday  
              School 
11:00 am—Worship  
     Service (Sanctuary) 

10 

 
9:00 am—AGAPE 
     Quilts (CFB) 

 
 

11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm—Men for Him  
                (FH) 

12 

 
12:30 pm—PW Bible  
               Study (FHC) 
 
 
 
5:00 pm—Bells (FHC) 
6:15 pm—Session 

13 

 
9:30 am—Women of the 
Word Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir 

14 

 

15 

 
9:00 am—Rebecca 
     Project (FH) 

 

16 

 
8:30 am—Worship  
              Service (FH) 
9:45 am—Sunday  
              School 
11:00 am—Worship  
     Service (Sanctuary) 
 

17 

 
9:00 am—AGAPE 
     Quilts (CFB) 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm—Men for Him   
                (FH) 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm—Bells (FHC) 

20 
9:30 am—Women of the 
Word Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm—MOPS (FH) 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir 

21 
 

22 

 
9:00 am—Rebecca 
     Project (FH) 

23 

 
8:30 am—Worship  
              Service (FH) 
9:45 am—Sunday  
              School 
11:00 am—Worship  
     Service (Sanctuary) 

24 

 
9:00 am—AGAPE 
     Quilts (CFB) 
 
 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6:30 pm—Men for Him  
                (FH) 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm—Bells (FHC) 

27 

9:30 am—Women of the 
Word Bible Study 
 
11:00 am—CASA (FH) 
 
 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir 

28 

 
 

LOVE IN ACTION 
LUNCH 

 
 
 
 

29 

 
9:00 am—Rebecca 
     Project (FH) 
 
 
 
 

 

30 

 
8:30 am—Worship  
              Service (FH) 
9:45 am—Sunday  
              School 
11:00 am—Worship  
     Service (Sanctuary) 

31 

 
9:00 am—AGAPE 
     Quilts (CFB) 
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Columbarium News 
 

For many centuries, cemeteries were commonly found in 
churchyards, allowing churches to minister to the spiritual 
needs of their members.  But there is a modern alternative 
which churches are offering their members:  the Columbari-
um. 
 

A Columbarium is a collection of niches designed to house 
urns inscribed with the person’s names and dates of birth 
and death. 
 

The principal benefit a Columbarium affords church mem-
bers and their families is the opportunity to select their final 
resting place in the shadow of the church where their loved 
ones can visit and meditate at any time. 
 

The Columbarium is part of First Presbyterian Church and 
functions under the authority of the Session.  A Columbari-
um Committee oversees operation of the Columbarium. 
 

If you wish to discuss the purchase of a niche within the Col-
umbarium, please contact the church office. 

Memorials 
received for 

James Rhodes 

Aaron Lemmon 

Those In Our Church Family  
Judy Locke     

 
 
 
 

Those Who Are In Need Of Our  
Visits & Prayers 

Susan Underkofler (Oak Wood) 
Mark Carlson (Oak Wood) 

Fran Jones (Oak Wood)  
Fred Davies (Lakeland) 

 
 
 
 

Prayers For Those Serving In The Mission Field 
Kurt Esslinger & Hyeyoung Lee: PCUSA Mission co-

workers in S. Korea 
Kurt: Full-time work with the National Council of Churches  

in Korea (NCCK) 
Hyeyoung: Supervisor for the Young Adult Volun-

teers “YAVs” in Seoul, Daejeon, & other locations around 
Korea 

 
 
 

 

Those Who Are Grieving 
The Family of James Rhodes 

The Family of Jan Masso 

 
 
 

Those We Love Needing Prayer 
Jamey Allen (friend of many) 

Megan Allen (wife of Jamey Allen) 
Bill Cruce (brother of Scott Cruce) 

Shirley Bullock (friend of many) 
Ashley Humble (friend of many) 

 
 
 

Those We Love In The Armed Forces 
Ryan Rinn, U.S. Air Force, Wichita, Kansas,  

son of Donna Rinn 
Si Robson, U.S. Army Ranger, Ft. Hood, TX 

son of Willy & Sheri Robson, grandson of Fran Jones 
 
 

Session 
John Cain  Steve Grant Mike Babler 
Emily Carlson  Adron Neill Margaret Breedlove 
Emily Heglund  Mark Smith Kim Scott  
Hank Skelton  Donna Ward Lolly Smith 
Lou Sutton   
 

 

Incoming Session Members 
Scott Cruce  Nancy Williamson 
Rick Stroupe  Kathryn Hendrickson 
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All are welcome! Please join us; you’ll be glad you did! Call the church office at 903-675-3530 with any questions. 

Disciples Class  
 

The Disciples Class makes use of “Feasting on the Word” or similar materi-
als, which use scripture and authoritative sources as a guide.  Periodically 
we step away from our regular curriculum to explore other resources, includ-
ing studies of literature that can provide insight into our beliefs.  Our class 
encourages enthusiastic discussion of important topics and current events.  
We meet in the large classroom in the Fellowship Hall to allow safe social 
distancing. 
 
 
Disciples Contact Person: Lacey Ward 
Rotation of Teachers: Carol McNatt, Sheri Robson & Lacey Ward 
 Location: Fellowship Building classroom  
Time: 9:40 am Sunday morning 
 

Friendship Class  

 

We are resuming our study of “Romans, the Gospel of Grace” on November 7, 
2021.  There are copies of the book available in the classroom, if you haven’t 
picked your copy up yet.  Please join us as we continue to delve into this in-
sightful study.  For more information, please contact Donna Meredith at (903) 
286-2085 or donnafostermeredith@gmail.com. 
 
Friendship Leader:  Mike Babler  
Location: Main Church Building, Friendship Classroom 
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning 
 
 

Seekers Class  
 

We are currently studying Mere Christianity by C S Lewis. In Mere Christianity, 

C.S. Lewis aims to prove to the sensible skeptic that God does exist and that 

He sent His son Jesus Christ to redeem the world. The book begins with a logi-

cal proof for the Christian God and then transitions into a discussion of the 

common ground upon which all of those of the Christian faith stand together. 

This study is a read and discuss format and is open to anyone that may have 

an interest.  All are welcome to join in on this study and fellowship.  The class 

meets upstairs in the main church building. 

 Seekers Contact Person: Will Davies  
Location: Main Church Building, Upstairs east side; Seekers Classroom 
Time: 9:45 am Sunday morning  

All Youth ages 6th - 12th grades meet for 
Sunday morning classes in the Youth 

House located by the Main Parking lot. 

Middle School & High School 
Teachers:  Ken Lemmon; Claire Grant; 

Cathie Scarborough 
Substitutes: Jim & Karen Brack  

Toddler and Baby Nursery Open 
in the Main Building 

Sunday Nursery Remains the Same for 
Older Children in the Children’s 

Building 
 

In order to accommodate our younger 
families and visitors with infants and 
toddlers, the crib and toddler rooms in the 
main church building are open and staffed 
with two workers.   In addition, we will 
continue to staff the Children’s Building 
with two workers for children ages 3 and 
up.  Nursery workers are available during 
both worship services as well as during the 
Sunday School hour.  

Meet in the Children’s Building  
every Sunday 9:45-10:30  

 

• Ages 3 and up - Teacher: Kathryn 
Hendrickson and Susan Sparkman with 
rotating assistants/substitutes. 

SUNDAY school 

Adult Sunday school 

Children’s 

Sunday 

school 

youth 

Sunday 

school 
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Soup Kitchen 
** VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Contact Sharon Chasey if you can help or for more information 

903-292-1639, 903-477-7498 or email skchasey@aol.com.  

 

We are currently only serving 50-100 people on the last Tuesday and the 

following Thursday of each month, providing "take-out" service of soup, 

sandwich & dessert.  The dates for the month of January are the 25th and 

the 27th.     

 

Serving time is from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. 

Love in Action 
 

We will be providing lunch for Love in Action on  
January 28th.   

Keep an eye open for the email that will be sent out 
the week before with the list of items we will be  

needing to prepare this meal. 
 

Questions? Contact Eric Davis at ericbdavis35@gmail.com 

Church ministries 
Rebecca Project 

 
Each Saturday morning, the Fellowship Hall is used to prepare and 
deliver home-cooked meals to the elderly, shut-ins and homeless. 
 

Delivery drivers, and others, are 
needed weekly. 
 

Questions?   
Contact Deb Reeves at 
deb.lynn.reeves@gmail.com or  
Bobbie Fain at blfain66@gmail. 
com. 

HC Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry is always in need of donations and 

volunteers! 

They are open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays  

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Food may be dropped off at the church office, or placed in the 

boxes located  at the entrances to the Fellowship Hall and the 

sanctuary.        

Questions?  Contact Mamie Downing at 

mame60@suddenlink.net or (903) 477-3010. 

Sally Soup Ministry 
 

Are you new to our church?  Have you heard about Sally 
Soup Ministry and want to know what it is all about?  We 
would love to have you join us as soon as we  get back to 
our normal meeting time.   
 

If you are not a new member, but haven’t had the privilege of 
joining us in the past, please pray about joining us as we get 
back to  the work of this ministry. 
 

Please be watching for an email with the schedule to come 
soon. 
 
Questions? 
Please contact Claire Grant at  clairewgrant@aol.com or 
Steve Sparkman at srsparkman@yahoo.com  if you would 
like more information about this ministry or how you can vol-
unteer. 

mailto:ericbdavis35@gmail.com
mailto:srsparkman@yahoo.com
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Community Life 

Spotlight of the Month 

Missions & Community Life  

Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 As 2021 has come to a close, let’s take a look back at how  FPC-Athens has impacted our neigh-
bors, our community, our country, and the world for Christ.  We have financially supported the following 
organizations: 
 Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services   M.O.P.S. 
 Henderson County Food Pantry    Labor of Love 
 MO-Ranch       The ARK (College Ministry) 
 CASA        Family Peace project 
 Camp Gilmont      Skiin’ with the Galilean Ministry 
 Lila Lane Outreach      The Farm 
 The Rainbow Room      The Rebecca Project 
 Love in Action      Matthew 2535 
 Feeding Kids Right      The Help Center 
 PC(USA)  Special Giving: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Global Peace and Mission, and  
     Christmas Joy Offerings 
 PC(USA) Disaster Relief 
 
 Earlier this year, we also supported our local health care services through the Helping Hands pro-
gram, which provided support and recognition of the health care workers at UT Health Center—Athens.  
Care packages, including snacks and notes of encouragement, were delivered to the doctor’s and nurses 
to show our gratitude to their dedication to the health and well-being of the citizens of Henderson County. 
 We were able to double the days of service to cook and finance the work of the Soup Kitchen this 
year, despite the challenges presented because of Covid.  They were able to provide 90 to 155 meals to 
those in need, each time the doors were open. 
 Ten meals were provided to the Henderson County Homeless Ministry (AKA Love In Action) this 
year.  The dedication of our members to provide the ingredients needed for Eric and Kara Davis to pre-
pare these meals are much appreciated. 
 This year, the members of FPC-Athens provided twelve family gift baskets for needy families dur-
ing the Christmas Holiday.  A PCHAS representative came to worship with us and to pick up our contribu-
tion on Sunday, December 12, 2021. 
 The Christmas Benevolence Program was able to provide 35 deserving families with Christmas 
this year.  Penny Endsley, chairperson of CBP, had 30 volunteers to help shop with and/or for families.  
Along with the gifts provided, each family received $100 Brookshire gift card and a Bible.  Gifts were also 
purchased for two nursing homes, and 2 Angel Tree recipients.  Donations were also made to Love in 
Action (shoes), The Rainbow Room, HC Food Pantry, the Athens Fire Department (Toys for Tots). 
 AGAPE Quilts provided 30 quilts that were distributed to the homeless in conjunction with Church 
Under the Bridge in Tyler in November 2021.  The AGAPE volunteers are swiftly sewing more quilts to be 
distributed in January 2022. 
 Because of the kindness of FPC-Athens members, three boxes of goodies were also sent to the 
missionaries serving in Korea.  They were so grateful for the thoughtfulness of their brothers and sisters 
here at FPC-Athens, providing them with “a little bit of home”.   
 We have been busy this past year, and are looking forward to seeing the opportunities that the 
LORD will provide for us to join Him in serving others during 2022.  If you are looking for ways in which to 
help, please do not hesitate to reach out and join us as we move into this new year with renewed vigor in 
our efforts to make Christ known to the lost and dying world around us.   

To God Be the GLORY!!! 
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AGAPE Quilts 
We have rounded out 2021 and are sewing our way 
into 2022 just as fast as we can.  This month, we will 
be making another trip to Tyler to distribute more 
quilts  in conjunction with the Church Under the 
Bridge. 
As you can see, all of the volunteers have been stay-
ing busy trying to build up our inventory so that when 
there is a need, we are able to meet it. 
 
If you have not stopped by to visit with us, we invite 
you to come by the Cain Family Building (next door to the main sanctuary) and see what 
is happening.  I want to thank everyone who has helped to make this ministry of FPC-
Athens such a success.  Thank you to all of the volunteers we have had this year, I love 
you all dearly. 

    Love, 

These tags are 
attached to each 
quilt before it is  

distributed.  
Thank you  to Dr. 
Ken Lemmon for 

hand-making 
each tag in his 
wood-working 
shop, for us. 

Sofia 
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Community Prayer Box 
 

Please continue to spread the 
word about the community prayer 
box located behind the Cain 
Family Building.  If you have a 
prayer request, please do not 
hesitate to ask for prayers from 
your church family & friends.  We 
are called to pray for one another. 

Handbell  

Performance 
 

If you were not at church on De-
cember 12, 2021, then you missed 
a wonderful performance by the 
Peg Cain Handbell Choir.  They 
are such a blessing to FPC Athens 
every time they perform and we 
are so grateful to have them here.  
Thank you to all of the Ringers 
and their fearless director, Mamie 
Downing for all of your hard work 
and dedication to making each 
performance flawless. 

History Room 
 
Do you know the history of the First Presbyterian Church in Athens?  If you are 
not aware of our rich history, then you should stop by the History Room and dis-
covery what makes our church so special.  You didn’t know there was a History 
Room?  Well, there is and it is right behind the Library.  It is full of so much in-
formation about all the people and events that have come before us.  
 
 Stop by the church office and Traci will be happy to show you where it is. 

Ladies Choir of 1936 & Rev. 
Roy MacLeod behind the 
Altar 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are 
in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful 

and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 
way.   This is good, and it is pleasing in the 

sight of God our Savior, who desires all people 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. 

 
For there is one God, and there is 

one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ran-
som for all, which is the testimony given at the 

proper time.  
1 Timothy 2:1-6 
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MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) meets twice per month at FPC 
Athens and provides free childcare and meals to community 
mothers and their children. The group supports local families and 
welcomes new members! 

For church 

members 
 

Would you be interested in providing a meal for our 

MOPS families? If so, contact Emily Heglund at 

(903) 804-7554 or emilyheglund@gmail.com or 

Alashia Walls at (903) 676-7528.  
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Getting to know your session members 

     This month, we have 
the opportunity to get to 
know a little bit about an-
other session member.  
Let me introduce you to 
Steve Grant, session 
member and lifetime 
member of First Presby-
terian Church of Athens.  
Steve was born and 
raised right here in Ath-
ens and has been a faith-
ful member since then 
(because James and 

Mary told him to).  Well, we are glad that you lis-
tened to them!  
     He married the love of his life, Claire, and 
they have two boys, Nick and Stephen.  Nick is 
married to Kelli and they have two sons, Nolan 
(3 years old) and Tyler (2 months old).  Nick 
works with his dad at Steve Grant Real Estate 
and Steve counts it a joy to have them here in 
Athens.  Stephen is an attorney and resides in 
Austin. 
    We had the opportunity to ask Steve a few 
questions and here is what he shared with us. 
     What do you like most about living in Ath-
ens? I love the “Mayberry Feel” or I guess it’s 
the Athens feel of living in a small town. 
     What are some of the things you are in-
volved with here at FPC-Athens?  Missions 
and Community Concerns Committees, which 
deal with the outreach of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Athens to local, regional, national and 
world missions. 
 What do you enjoy most about FPC-
Athens?  The Family of Faith we enjoy each 
Sunday.  I enjoy seeing the diversity of our con-
gregation and how they blend to serve God. 
 Please tell us about your career?  Have 
you retired yet?  We started Steve Grant Real 
Estate in 1981 and are involved in residential, 

ranch, renovations, commercial, leasing property 
management and development.  No retirement 
yet—My banker says “No!”.  
 What other work are you passionate 
about?  As the Book of James says, “Faith with-
out works is dead” and I believe that we are 
called to not only profess our faith in words, but 
humbly exhibit and express our faith through 
deeds and actions. 
 Community areas of interest—the Cain 
Center, Trinity Valley Community College, Ath-
ens Cemetery Association and the Labor of 
Love. 
 Do you have any hobbies you would like 
to share with us?  I like to travel, eat, enjoy 
family and friends, play golf and watch sports. 
 If you could give one piece of advice to 
our youth, what would it be and why?  Devel-
op a foundation of faith, it will serve you well.  Be 
in the world and not of it. 
 Try to do three things a week that would 
show if you were on trial for being a Christian 
you would be convicted. 
 Enjoy!  It’s later than you think. 
 If you could have one superpower, what 
would it be and why?  A better golfer with a 
brain.   
 Is there something that you would like 
others to know about you that might surprise 
them?  I am in a cooking club.  The other mem-
bers tolerate me—I like the way they eye my 
courses and wonder what they are.  So, I’m not 
a good cook—I do like to eat! 
 Steve, thank you so much for the oppor-
tunity to get to know a little bit more about you 
and for everything that you do here at FPC-
Athens to glorify God and to help spread the 
love of Jesus to your church family and the com-
munity around you.  We pray that this year will 
provide many opportunities, not just for your 
business, but for you as you “Serve the Lord 
with gladness.” 

Church Library 
 

The new year is here and with the new year comes New Year’s Resolutions.  Instead of making the your 
normal resolutions, why not start this year with committing to catching up on the reading you have been 
wanting to do, but just haven’t gotten around to.  You can find just about anything in the church library to 
start your year off right.  Come by and see what we have to offer.   
Easy book check-out instructions are posted.  We welcome suggestions for new books, videos or CD’s to 
order, and book donations in honor or in memory of someone special.  For questions or help, contact 
Emily Carlson (emily.carlson1976@gmail.com) or Kim Scott (kscott7938@aol.com).  The library is locat-
ed in the church office area, past the front desk, 2nd door on the right. 
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Men for him 
 

December 11, 2021 marked the 10th anniversary of the 
first performance of Men for Him.  The chorus started 
practicing in October 2011 with nine men and two 
months later sang at the 11:00 service at FPC on Decem-
ber 11, 2011.  What a blessing it has been as we have 
been able to sing to congregations, our community and 
community groups and functions, nursing home residents 
and even at memorial services.  God has blessed us as we 
ministered to others. 
 
For our 10th anniversary, a new look is coming in 2022!  
Men for Him first wore navy blue blazers and ties and 
then after several years adopted the official uniform of 
long-sleeve blue shirts.  Our first official event with this 
“new look” will be January 30 at the 10:00 service at 
First Methodist Church in Malakoff as we sing a “mini-
concert” at their fifth Sunday service.   
 
We will not have practice December 28 or January 4 be-
cause of the holidays.  We will resume on January 11 and 
continue practices weekly on Tuesday evenings from 
6:30-8:00 in the Fellowship Hall at First Presbyterian 
Church.  The chorus sings four-part barbershop style reli-
gious music and is made up of men from area churches.   
 
2022 may be the year God is calling you to use your gift 
of singing with the chorus.  We invite and encourage you 
to visit a practice and check us out.  We have fun, create 
lasting friendships with men from other churches and 
share our witness through music.  If you would like more 
information, please feel free to call me at 214-478-2386.   
     
 
    Ted Schroeder, Director 
    Men for Him 

  12th—William & Barbara Elfarr 

We would like to wish the following couple a very 
Happy Anniversary.  We pray you are blessed with 

many more years together. 

Women of the Word Bible Study 

Thursday Mornings @ 9:30  

in Upstairs Classroom 
 

 

All women are invited to join us as we continue to 
study “Parables from the Back Side—Volume 1”.  
On Thursday, January 6, we will start the new 
year by continuing this study with Lesson 10 “A 
Case for the Un-Hired Hand” (the Parable of the 
Laborers and Hours).  We will finish the last two 
lessons in Volume 1 on January 13 and January 
20 and then start on “Parables from the Back 
Side: Volume 2” on January 27.  
 
We use the discussion guide provided in the book 
as starters but are also using Dr. Bob Strain’s 
“Parable Secrets Revealed: The First Anthology” 
as supplemental material.  We are amazed at Dr. 
Strain’s in-depth study and knowledge of Jesus’ 
parables.  As most of you know, Bob and Nancy 
Strain were members of FPC until their deaths in 
the past few years.   
 
Both books are available from  
ChristianBooks.com, Cokesbury, Amazon and oth-
er online retailers.  Please plan to join us in the 
new year.  For further information please contact 
Kathie Schroeder at 214-546-9225. 

For this I will praise you, O Lord,  
among the nations, 

    and sing praises to your name.  
 

~2 Samuel 22:50~ 
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Children  

Preparing for Advent  

During Sunday School 

Sunday School teachers, Kathryn 
Hendrickson and Susan Sparkman, 
used fun and creative ways to 
teach the children the meaning of 
Advent and what it means to follow 
Jesus each and every day. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 
 

 
 1 

 
Charles Tidmore 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

5 

 
Marsha Stroupe 

6 

 
 

7 

 
Bill Breedlove 

8 

 
 

9 

 
 

10 

 
 

11 

 
Bandera Barter 

12 

 
Raleigh Cates 

13 

 
Nick Grant 

14 

 
Randall Kimes 
Amber Lindsey 
Justin Gatlin 

15 

 
Stacey Arnold-Peil 

16 

 
Skylar Fain 

17 

 
Mark Smith 

18 

 
 

19 

 
Hank Skelton 
Elliott Boyles 
Tate Elfarr 

20 

 
Ken Ferris 

21 

 
Aidan Albright 

22 

 
Derek Davies 

23 

 
 

24 

 
Charlie Meadows 

25 

 

26 

 
Erin Harrison 
Kyle Johnson 

27 28 

 
Shelby Endsley 

29 

 
Woody Meredith 

30 

 
Jim Shatzsall 
John Miller II 
Karen Brack 

31 

 
Barbara Elfarr 

     

January 2022 

birthdays 
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Church Library  

Cooler weather.  Shorter days.  Here we are in the midst of Autumn.  This time of year always makes me want to slow down and 
start savoring each day.  It makes me want to go to the bookshelves and see what is there that I haven’t read before.   
 
Are you like that?  If so, you should stop by the church library and peruse the shelves, a gem is waiting just for you to pluck it up, 
open its pages, and see what wisdom it holds for you. 
 
A few weeks ago, I did just that and found a book that looked rather interesting. “The Parables of Peanuts” by Robert L. Short.  
What caught my attention was the drawing of Charlie Brown and Linus, along with Snoopy on the cover.   
 
Like most people, I grew up enjoying the Sunday comics.  Charlie Brown being one of my favorites. So I just had to peruse the 
pages of this book to see what it had to offer.  I was not disappointed and I believe you just might enjoy it as well.   
 
“First published in 1968, this contemporary case for vigorous Christian faith -- profusely illustrated by Charles Schulz's delightful 
peanuts cartoon strips -- sheds more light on the Christian faith and how it is to be lived than many more "serious" theological 
works, with hundreds of cartoons featuring your favorite peanuts characters Charlie Brown, Lucy, Linus, And of course, Snoopy 
(including the earliest Red Baron strips). This book's wise observations are as timeless as they are timely.” (Book cover) 
 
Happy Reading! 
Easy book check-out instructions are posted. We welcome suggestions for new books, videos or CDs to order, and book donations in honor 
or memory of someone special.  For questions or help, contact Emily Carlson (emily.carlson1976@gmail.com) or Kim 
Scott  (kscott7938@aol.com).  
The library is located in the church office area, past the front desk, 2nd door on the right. 

mailto:emily.carlson1976@gmail.com
mailto:kscott7938@aol.com
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 Pastor 
Rev. Woody Meredith 
woody@fpcathens.com 

 

Director of Music  
Janis Capelle 

 

Organist & Bell Choir Leader 
Mamie Downing 

 

Music Leader  
 Kathy Lamb 

 

Business Manager 
Marshall Endsley 

marshall@fpcathens.com 
 

Office Administrator 
(Facebook/Messenger/Newsletter Editor/Webmaster) 

Traci Dechaume 
secretary@fpcathens.com 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
BULK MAIL 

U.S. POSTAGE  PAID 
ATHENS, TEXAS 75751 

PERMIT NO. 46 

First  Presbyterian   

Church 
 

Located at: 405 East Corsicana Street 
SEND MAIL TO: P.O. Box 927 

Athens, TX 75751 

 

Join Us On Sundays 
Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
see newsletter for locations 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Child Care 
Main Bldg & Children’s Bldg. 

(For both services & 
Sunday School) 

 
We  Are 

  
A family of Disciples,  

touched by God’s grace,  
called to share Christ 

through Worship,  
Ministry &  Outreach 

January 

communique 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS 

Next Deadline: 
January 21st 

Email announcements, articles,  
information, etc. to  

secretary@fpcathens.com  

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE 
ONLINE OR VIA EMAIL! 

* Go to www.fpcathens.com and click 
on the picture of the  Newsletter. 

* To receive an email copy, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and fill out the form. 

 


